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KLAHOWYA
FAREWELL, GAYLE!
Where do we begin?… Gayle started as a parent volunteer when
her daughter Katie was in Mazama in 1996. Because of her warm personality and ability to easily
engage our youngest learners, she was soon asked
to join The Gardner School staff. Gayle was an assistant in Mazama for many years.
In 2008 she ventured into her own classroom, occupying the smallest space with the smallest students. Mazama-I became known as Tumtum, the
smallest volcano in the Washington Cascades.
Gayle has always loved the three-year-olds and has a special gift in
teaching them. She enjoyed her new found freedom to develop a curriculum designed especially for her three-year-old students.
Gayle’s calm, kind nature has laid the
foundation and love of learning for
many Gardner students. Parents and
children alike have treasured knowing Gayle and have developed lasting
relationships.
As
she
transitions into her new life of leisure, the staff and faculty of The
Gardner School will miss her enormously. Her big heart and kind soul
have brought warmth and light to the
Gardner campus. We will miss her
twinkly eyes, sweet nature, generous
spirit and fun-loving personality.
The entire Gardner School community sends her off with the fondest
wishes and gratitude for all that she
has contributed to the school. Gayle
sent her little ones off everyday with
a cherished closing song. So we sing
back to her now… "Make new friends
but keep the old. One is silver and the other gold. A circle is round
and has no end. That's how long we want to be your friend! "

The Gardner School Logo
Emerging from the idea of the
golden rectangle and the golden
spiral, created by drawing circular arcs connecting the opposite
corners of squares in the Fibonacci tiling, The Gardner School
logo represents both the school’s
place in the natural world as well
as its position in the world of
learning.
The Fibonacci sequence can be
observed in the world of mathematics, science, art and music,
and is replicated in the natural
world -the ‘perfect’ rectangles
producing a spiral that may be
observed in a Nautilus shell, a
ram’s horns, milk in coffee, and
the unfolding of a fern.
That spiral, here represented
as a stylized 'G', connects the
individual rectangles in the
same way that students, teachers, parents and families are
connected as members of The
Gardner School community,
leading them all on a Gardner
path of learning.

ANNUAL GARDNER MARKET
Fourteen years ago
Gardner students
participated in a schoolwide economics study that
culminated with a studentrun market for children to
apply their learning. The
event was such a success,
it became an annual
tradition. Students become
entrepreneurs for a day
and help raise money for
local charities.
This year The Gardner School
selected HARPER'S
PLAYGROUND and WHITE
HELMETS as the recipients of the
proceeds from the market.

Kalama sells plant starts

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR STUDENTS AND DEDICATED
SUPPORTERS OF GARDNER MARKET FOR RAISING A
RECORD BREAKING $1,850 THIS YEAR!
IT WAS ANOTHER GOOD DAY AT THE MARKET!
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TALENT ABOUNDS!
Peter and Wendy and Talent Night kept everyone entertained in the Spring as Gardner
students once again shared their remarkable energy and talent with us.

The Gardner School partnered with Missoula Children's Theater to present the musical Peter and
Wendy. MCT provided two talented actor/directors, a colorful set and vibrant costumes and The
Gardner School provided more than 50 enthusiastic students to play the many different roles in
the show.
One of the things that set this endeavor apart from anything that had been done previously was
the time frame. The whole production, from auditions to the two performances, happened in 5
days! The students worked incredibly hard to learn their
lines, songs, blocking and choreography in this abbreviated schedule. Those who attended one of the two sold-out
performances were amazed at the polished presentation
and the confidence and poise of our young performers.
Students not involved in the musical, were still able
to participate in an
arts focused week.
They took part in
classes like set design and costume design. This experience certainly put the
"arts" in The Gardner School of ARTS & Sciences.

Thank you to
Dana Harris and Jason Kaiser
for bringing us the empowering and
inspiring magic of music!

The only thing better than singing is more singing
~ Ella Fitzgerald
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FIELD TRIPS
TAHOMA traveled to Alabama for a week as part of their
thematic unit of study, ‘From Civil War to Civil Rights!’
Marching for Civil Rights
During the U.S. History thematic, the Tahoma class studies how the
struggle for civil rights is woven throughout the story of the United
States – from the founding of the country, when it was declared that
“all men are created equal,” to civil rights issues of today. Our study
culminates with a week-long trip to Alabama, to visit the places consecrated by the Civil Rights movement of the 1960s. This unit is
uniquely meaningful for the Tahomans. It provides a foundational
experience just at the age when students are striving to understand
their identity and
navigate complex
social systems.
Consequently,
issues of social
justice feel especially powerful
and these lessons
last well beyond a
semester.
We began our trip
in Birmingham,
visiting the 16th
Street Baptist
Church and Kelly
Ingram Park. The
Tahomans
learned how individuals no older than them marched down those same steps, across
that same grass, to demand equality. In Montgomery, we went to the
church where Martin Luther King, Jr. preached, and sat on the steps
of the Greyhound terminal where Freedom Riders protested. We
spent a day in Selma, and marched across the Edmund Pettus Bridge
– reliving the most influential moment in the history of the American
Civil Rights movement.
Just as significant as the places we visited though, are the people we
meet: in Kelly Ingram Park, a gentleman who had felt the spray of the
fire hoses stopped and talked with us; at the Capitol building in
Montgomery, Mr. Irby told us what it was like to march up those
steps and listen to Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.; we ate dinner with
Mrs. Jeannie Graetz who boycotted the buses with Rosa Parks; we sat
in the pews of Brown Chapel Church while Mrs. Diane Harris told us
what she saw as a young girl at the foot of the Edmund Pettus Bridge;
and a security officer joined our circle on our last day as we reflected
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on what we had experienced. Only by being in Alabama did we get
the opportunity to meet these heroes and hear their stories. Without
a doubt, the Tahomans took in their message and felt a new duty to
stand against prejudice and racism.

“This trip made me realize that there is still something to be done
out there in the world and that it needs to be fixed.” – Kaisho
“…let no one tell you that you are not as good as anyone else…follow
in the footsteps of these great citizens, who fought for what they believed in.” – Olivia
“This trip has pried open my eyes. For now I know if I ever see racism in anyway, I won't be shy and stay out of it, I will stand up for
what I know is right.” – Liam
“This only happened 60 years ago…[but] society is progressing and
this fills me with hope.” – Chris
This trip was deeply meaningful, but its
true significance may still be years
away, when these Tahomans make a
decision or take action to stand up for
others. Our time in Alabama truly
teaches all that Gardner stands for –
how better to “inspire students to actively seek knowledge and understanding” and “develop responsibility for
themselves, their community, the earth
and humanity?”

Thank you, Ron Silver!

The Alabama trip is made
possible by the fantastic Ron
Silver! Ron is a parent of former Gardner students Corey &
Josh and is a true expert about
the Civil Rights Movement. He
was the Tahoman’s tour guide
on the Alabama trip and also
made regular classroom visits
leading up to the trip. He recently retired as an assistant
U.S. attorney, where he was
the Chief of the Civil Division.
He is passionate about civil
rights and has won numerous
awards in recognition of his
dedication – including the
Civil Practitioner of the Year
award from The Oregon Chapter of the Federal Bar Association, which he received while
we were in Alabama this year.
Besides teaching in his free
time, he is also a member of
the Northwest Community
Gospel Choir and a member of
Congregation Beth Israel.
Thank you, Ron, for leading
the Alabama trip and for all
the good work you do!
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FIELD TRIPS
KALAMA/TAHOMA Buddy Beach Trip
After a year of exciting buddy activities ranging from dissecting owl pellets to make your own Halloween
monsters, the Kalama and Tahoma
buddies had a chance to celebrate
their friendships with a trip to the
Oregon Coast. Kalama studied
Oceans during the winter thematic
unit. They learned about the layers in
the ocean, symbiotic relationships, and different types of animals and
plants. The beach trip provided them with an opportunity to revisit and
build upon everything that they learned. The Kalama students drove to
the beach with their families and the Tahomans piled into three vans to
caravan to the coast with four teacher chaperones.
We began our ocean exploration with an Estuary Cruise where the students had an opportunity
to steer the boat and examine plants and animals from a water sample. The student favorite was
a crab that was probably not planning on meeting 26 children! From the boat we drove to Beverly
Beach State Park where each family had their own yurt.

While the parents prepared dinner, the students explored the campground on bike, scooter, and
foot. We all joined together for a delicious dinner and music around the campfire brought to us by
Jason. The Tahomans and Kalamans alike shed
their shoes and played in the (freezing!) ocean
with glow sticks until it was almost too dark to
see.
After a rainy breakfast, we were met with sun
as soon as we reached the Oregon Coast Aquarium! The buddies explored the touch pools,
watched the otters and seals eat lunch, and
were mesmerized by Passages of the Deep 3D
tunnels. The sandy, happy, tired kids returned
to their cars and made the journey back home.
Another successful buddy beach trip on the books!

KLICKITAT travelled to Bainbridge Island to spend four days at IslandWood
Klickitat travelled to Bainbridge Island to spend four
days at IslandWood. The overnight camp is nestled in the
woods, with plenty of hiking trails to explore.
Every day, Klickitatters
were exposed to a variety of educational activities. One group
spent a morning in the
garden, learned about
herbs and plants, harvested vegetables, and
then made delicious
gruyere galletes in a
woodburning oven.
Another group hiked to the Harbor and did an investigation on water temperature. All of us were able to walk
over a huge suspension bridge, lay down, and look at
the forest floor far below. We tested our fear of heights
by walking 191 steps to the top of an old fire lookout to
observe the canopy of the forest. We sang songs, did
skits, wrote poetry in the woods, watched a Mama duck
and her ten newly
hatched chicks, explored a big
treehouse, and
fully immersed ourselves in the
beautiful outdoors.

FIELD TRIPS
SEEN AROUND
SCHOOL...

WY’EAST spent two nights at Fort Stevens as the culminating trip for their thematic on Westward Expansion
This year Wy'East's
overnight field experience was integrated
with our Themaitc
studies about Lewis
and Clark and The
Westward Movement. Wy'East students spent two
nights camping at
Fort Stevens. Students got to visit Fort
Stevens and Fort Clatsop and see the places that The Corps of
Discovery built and lived in.
Another part of our experience included a visit to the
Columbia River Maritime
Museum where students
participated in an Underwater Robotics class. Student
groups got to design, build,
and operate an underwater
remote operated vehicle.
We finished the day with a
wet hike up to the top of the
Astoria Column. It was a very wet three days, but that did not
dampen the spirits of the Wy'East students.
Some of the highlights of our trip include touring the floating
lightship, visiting the Peter Iredele shipwreck on the beach, playing tag in the campground, and
sleeping in the cabins with
friends!
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LOOWIT enjoyed a ZooSnooze, spending one night at the
Oregon Zoo
Building independence is one of the life skills emphasized in our
Loowit class. One way that our first and second graders work to develop this skill is by participating in an overnight
without parents. This
year's experience was directly integrated with our
life science Thematic
study - All About Animals.
A part of the ZooSnooze
experience includes many
'behind-the-scene' tours.
The Loowits got to visit
the brand - new education
center, the animal hospital and the nutrition center, helping us to
understand how animals are cared for at the zoo. The students also
learn about animal enrichment, which is how zookeepers engage
animals in cognitive and
physical exercises.

Some of our highlights
from the trip include
watching Nora (baby
polar bear) jump and
dive in the water, buying our own lunches,
petting reptiles, exploring the zoo, and sleeping with our friends!

THANK YOU AGAIN TO ALL OF OUR
FIELD TRIP DRIVERS THIS YEAR!
THESE WONDERFUL TRIPS WOULD NOT BE
POSSIBLE WITHOUT YOUR HELP AND
COMMITMENT!
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OUR BEES ARRIVE!
SEEN AROUND
SCHOOL...

By Betsy Jager-Lee—Mazama Teacher, Director of Early Childhood, and Garden & Hive Coordinator
This spring has been buzzing with excitement as our honey bees and
observation hive arrived on campus. This story began last June, when
a swarm of honey bees landed
on campus.
Bees have been a part of The
Gardner School curriculum and
we have been in collaboration
with Brian for many years to
share the importance of bees
and pollinators with our students. We weren’t quite ready
last June to become beekeepers,
but knew it was a wonderful
opportunity we wanted for our
students and community. Brian
Lacey, of Urban Bees and Gardens, rescued the swarm and
cared for them through the winter.
Part of our mission at The Gardner
School of Arts & Sciences is that students develop an awareness of their
connection and responsibility to others, their community and the world
around them. Bees, especially right
now, are messengers about our actions and the state of the environment. The hive will start by introducing our smallest students to bees,
eliminating the fear and growing a
sense of wonder. The curriculum will
continue to build through lifecycles,
insects, the importance of bees to our
food, on up to climate change and
social action for our 8th graders. We
knew an observation hive would
serve as a catalyst to the important
conversations and awareness that
we need to instill in our students.
Knowing this was a project we wanted to take on, we applied and
received a generous grant from The Bee Cause Project and the Whole
Kids Foundation for our observation hive. On Earth Day, after a very
long winter, our bees came home. On that beautiful sunny morning,
students, parents and community members gathered around the
transparent tent to watch Brian transfer our bees into the hive. Once
sealed, students carried the hive, and we followed into Mazama
where the hive was installed in its forever home.
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Earth Day was an amazing day where The Gardner School got to share the
wonderful things we do EVERYDAY, with the world. The Columbian, KATU,
KGW and KPTV where all onsite for the event. Beyond the footage and
quotes that were shared in the final edits, so many of our students were
treated with amazing respect and kindness. So many of them were genuinely interviewed both on and off camera. The press was never our end goal,
but as I watched the students share, the pride for their school and love and
concern for the environment was clear. Students were seeing how the
amazing things we do at The Gardner School are special and can go beyond
our four walls and their message and actions can impact the world.

SEEN AROUND
SCHOOL...

Everyday our hive is impacting our students and families. In the afternoons,
the hive is constantly visited by curious students of all ages during recess
looking for the queen, finding new honey, pollen baskets and watching newly formed adult
bees emerging from the cells. It is frequently
visited by classes, visitors and family members. The hive has served as inspiration for
beautiful art with Jane, Gardner Market projects for Kalama and Klickitat students. Our
students are excited to find “our” bees in the
garden and have developed an awareness for
other types of pollinators we can support. Students worked during Open Choice to create
mason bee, leaf cutter bee and bumble bee
houses for the garden.
In May, we hosted a community screening of
Queen of the Sun, an award winning documentary about the message bees are sharing with
us. The director and producer Jon Betz and Taggard Segal joined us afterward for a Q & A session. The movie and discussion helped our community
learn how to share this important message. It is vital to our mission to develop students that are life-long learners. As teachers and parents we model that love of learning is a life-long journey.
The proceeds from this event will go towards “paying forward” an observation hive to another school through the Bee Cause Project. We are only the
second observation hive in the Portland/Vancouver area. It is the goal of
The Bee Cause Project to install 1,000 hives nationwide. Through our donation, we hope to help support this goal and develop a connection with a
partner school.
The Bee Cause and Whole Kids Foundation have been so moved by our
work and outreach so far, they have awarded us a second monetary grant
to further support our outreach, garden and curriculum development.
If you haven’t had a chance to see our observation hive,
please don’t hesitate to pop in and check it out. We have
some very excited Mazama friends who would love to
tell you all about the bees.
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FACULTY PROFILE
Amelia Carter—Wy’East Co-Teacher
SEEN AROUND
SCHOOL

Hello, Gardner! I am excited to be a part
of such a wonderful community! Thank
you for welcoming me with open
arms. For those of you that don't know
me yet, I was the student teacher in Loowit this past spring. My undergraduate
degree is in Biology from the University of
Puget Sound, and I just recently received
my Masters degree from Concordia University. Before attending graduate school,
I worked at Pleasant Valley Primary
providing math intervention for struggling students. My husband Mark and I
just celebrated our 24th wedding anniversary, and we have 2 children. I love to read, play the piano, scuba dive, snow ski and paddle
board. My strongest "smarts" are science and music. I can't wait to
share my love of learning with you!

Guinevere Getchell—Wy’East Co-Teacher

A warm Gardner
Welcome to our
newly elected PTO
President
Jennifer Wallenberg!

12

After graduating a K-12 school in the Los Angeles area, I moved up
to Portland to study Psychology and Fine Arts at University of Portland. During one of those years I lived abroad in Salzburg, Austria.
Getting to experience another culture and travel to new countries
on the weekend was magical and humbling. Upon graduating I
worked at a wedding photography studio as a studio director and
nannied on the side. My love of
learning and children brought me
back to University of Portland this
past year for their Master in Art of
Teaching program. While attending
my own classes, I have been full
time co-teaching in a second grade
classroom at Catlin Gabel School in
Portland, Oregon.
I am committed to fostering a safe,
creative, and a challenging environment that engages students
through the curriculum, discussions, and various forms of expression. I want each student to be comfortable with his or her peers and
be able to express his or her culture
and interests, so that we can learn from each other. I want to motivate students to learn and keep their interest by using engaging,
relatable curriculum. I believe if students feel they are involved in
the workings of the classroom, they will be motivated to engage and
truly learn. I am excited to bring my experience to the Gardner
School community.

Shara Parker—Klickitat and Tahoma Spanish Teacher
Kalama—Tahoma Aftercare Specialist
Shara Parker has been working closely with children for the past 5
years to help educate and support the minds of this world’s future.
Shara grew up in Southern California where she started her journey
working with children of all ages while going to school for human development. Shara graduated with an Associates Degree from Golden
West College in 2014, and in 2016 moved to Vancouver, Washington to
further her studies in Human Development with a focus on environmental science at WSU. She is currently working on her BA degree. On
the side, Shara is a violinist and has helped children realize their musical potential as well as reaching their personal goals. Along with musical abilities, Shara is also fluent and literate in Spanish. Starting this
Fall, Shara will teach Spanish to Klickitat and Tahoma.

Jason Kaiser—Mazama Assistant Teacher, Klickitat and Tahoma Music Teacher
Jason Kaiser has been teaching music to people of all ages for
the past 8 years. Growing up in Southern California, Jason started his musical journey at age 11 focusing on drums and percussion. High school is where Jason was given the opportunity to
be a part of the Huntington Beach Academy for the performing
arts where he expanded his musical ability and pallet.
After Graduation in 2008, Jason was offered an Assistant Teaching position at Huntington Beach High School, teaching the guitar classes for all grades.
In 2010 he went to England to study at the Liverpool Institute
for the Performing arts (LIPA) where he graduated with distinction and was awarded a diploma in popular music and
sound technology by sir Paul McCartney!
Since then, Jason has been fortunate enough to tour the U.S. and
in 2013 performed at nearly every music festival in the United
States (Coachella, Lollapalooza, Outsidelands, etc.). When Jason wasn't touring he was lead instructor for Guitar Center Studios in Orange County and in
2016 moved to Vancouver with his amazing girlfriend Shara
Parker, who studies at WSU.
It was Shara who introduced Jason to The Gardner School
and the timing couldn't have been better for this new and
exciting journey to be music director for Klickitat and Tahoma. Jason is thrilled to be a part of this incredible school and
to be able to share his knowledge and experience with
these amazing kids!
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FACULTY PROFILE
Deborah Simons—Tumtum Teacher
Growing up in Kennewick, WA as the middle child of five, Deborah learned
the importance of embracing individual differences, working together as a
team, and enjoying the simple moments of life. At age thirteen, Deborah’s
little sister was born, giving her ample opportunity to teach, love and care
for a small child, which has become her lifelong passion.
In 2003, Deborah graduated from Washington State University with a degree in Elementary Education, and an endorsement in English as a Second
Language. She accepted a third grade teaching position the following fall.
During this time, Deborah married her amazing and supportive husband,
Jonny and soon after they both welcomed Deborah’s little sister into their
home, then 11 years old.
After five years of teaching, first third and then first grade, Deborah resigned from teaching to the joys of being a mom. In the years following,
Deborah cared for other children in addition to her own three adorable boys until her older two
were in school and her youngest was old enough to be in preschool. Both Deborah and her son
entered Gardner together in the 2016-2017 school year. Deborah as the Mazama Assistant, and
her son as a Tumtum student. Deborah is now looking forward to taking over the Tumtum teaching position. In her spare time, Deborah enjoys spending time with her family and friends, reading, camping, hiking, and cooking.

Missy Gladski—Loowit Homeroom Teacher
My name is Missy Gladski and I will be the homeroom teacher in the
new Loowit classroom. Next year will be a homecoming for me. I
worked at Gardner School for seven years before taking time off to stay
at home and raise my two sons. While I was at Gardner I held various
teaching positions; most noteworthy were the years Jackie and I spent
team-teaching Loowit. Although I feel like I know so many of you, I
want to take this time to tell you a little bit about myself.
An east coast girl, I graduated with a Bachelors of Arts in Philosophy
from St. Michael’s College, a small liberal arts school in Vermont. While
I was there, I met my future husband, Daryn Murphy. After several
years working in Vermont, we decided to gather up our things in a tiny,
pull-behind U-Haul trailer and move out to the great Pacific Northwest. We settled into Portland in 2001. Daryn and I both thought our stay here would be only a
few years, but gradually our roots grew down.
Finally listening to my inner-teacher-voice, I became an apprentice teacher at Arbor School of Arts
and Sciences in Tualatin, Oregon. This rigorous, two year apprenticeship involved full time teaching responsibilities in a blended K/1 classroom while completing seminar classes through the Arbor Center for Teaching.
I began working at Gardner School as one of the Kalama teachers in 2004. From there, I team
taught with Jackie in Loowit for several years. My last few years at Gardner, I was a “Floating
Teacher.” In this position, I worked with almost all the grade levels teaching reading, writing,

math, and other specialized small groups of students.
In late November 2010, I stopped working at Gardner to raise my, then newborn son,
Otis. Almost three years later he was followed by our second son, Sal. Although I was not working at Gardner, I never did fully leave this wonderful school. I would often substitute teach and
always make it back (kids in tow) to campus for Culminating Events and other Gardner celebrations.
I am looking forward to my return to Gardner, seeing all the familiar faces, meeting all of the
new ones, watching my children set out on their own Gardner path, and most especially, working with all of the Gardner students.
See you all soon, Missy

Ingrid Dahl—Support Teacher
Ingrid Dahl is northwest born and raised. She has learned
over the years that having good rain gear is the key to happiness in this region, and once she figured that out there
was no turning back.
Before "settling" down to become a classroom teacher, Ingrid's classrooms were the mountains and the rivers. She
spent many nights at Prescott College and beyond, sleeping under the stars, and many mornings eating oatmeal
with a spork and a spectacular view. Ingrid's time in the
southwest was rich with field biology, ecology, and desert
adventure. She became fascinated with the science behind
what grows where and why. She also lead a trail crew in
Colorado and helped to develop their environmental education curriculum.
Ingrid has a deep love of people and culture. She grew up
partially in Finland, and has traveled extensively in Europe, Central America, Mexico, Cuba, and throughout the
United States. However, even with her many travels, she has always felt blessed to come home
to the northwest.
Presently, Ingrid is the lucky mother of two wonderfully energetic boys, Shay, 10, and Kaj,
7. They give her great joy and challenge her to grow. She enjoys camping with them, watching
them at the skate park, and snowboarding with them.
Ingrid received a Health Counseling Certificate from Columbia University, a BA in Environmental
Studies and Education from Prescott College, and a MA in Teaching from Concordia University.
Ingrid specializes in empowering her students to take ownership of their education and explore
their passions, and she loves field trips! She has spent the last four years working at a public
school in Portland teaching middle school science, overseeing the AVID program and CARE
team, and although she is sad to say goodbye to her students and colleagues, she is thrilled to be
joining the Gardner School team!

EIGHTH GRADE GRADUATES
SERAFIM APOSTOLOU 2013-2017
Attending Seton Catholic High School

QUINN CONKEY 2010-2017
Attending Itech Preparatory School

CHRISTOPHER HARRIS 2013-2017
Attending Northwest Academy

KAHNEN HUGHES 2016-2017
Attending Portland Waldorf School

AIDEN KERR 2014-2017
Attending Portland Waldorf School

IMAAN MOHANDESSI 2008-2017
Attending Seton Catholic High School

JENNA PALANUK 2011-2017
Attending Seton Catholic High School

ALEXANDRA TRAFFALIS 2008-2017
Attending Seton Catholic High School

ATTICUS YEAGER 2013-2017
Attending Hudson’s Bay High School

EIGHTH GRADE PROJECTS
Each year, the graduating students develop an 8th grade
Project to complete over the course of their final
year. The projects teach students how to work toward a
long-term goal that they are passionate about. Students
determine what they want to engage in, choose a mentor
to assist with the planning process and conclude their
project with a presentation to the wider school community. About once a month, all 8th grade students meet
with their mentors during a structured time to plan. This
group meeting ensures a collaborative effort and gives
the student work a clear focus. This year, our 9 graduates
pursued a wide range of projects.

Serafim ran a 4v4 futsal tournament for students
in Loowit through Tahoma
Quinn created an animation for the Gardner
School
Aiden took Loowiters to the Bonaventure Senior Living complex to read to
seniors and share cookies they made
Chris ran a board games all-day Open
Choice
Imaan coached a soccer team for the
Loowit class
Kahnen and Atticus collaborated on an after
school Pokemon club
Alexandra ran a dodgeball all-day Open Choice
and taught Wy'East PE
Jenna created a photography timeline showing
the changes in the wetlands over the course of
the year

FROM THE OUTGOING BOARD CHAIR—ANDY FIELDS
“To improve is to change; to be perfect is to change often.” - Winston Churchill
Last year at this time, I wrote about change and transition. At the risk of being redundant, I’m
going to do it again in this, my last opportunity to contribute to Klahowya as Chairman of the
Board of Trustees. There are changes in board governance, leadership, and the path of the
school.
I am honored to introduce several new trustees who have joined the board this spring. Nikki
Cook, our first ever alumni trustee, is the operations manager at Peak Extracts and is pursuing a non-profit venture in aquaponics. Sangeeta Chopra, whose grandchildren Soha and Zoha
are in Wy’East and Tum-tum respectively, is an educator, entrepreneur, and local business
owner. Dr. Kevin Fischer (aka Mr. Denise Case,) father to Julie in Kalama, is a physician and
has served on the facility planning committee at Vancouver Clinic. These additions to the
Board bring new talent, experience, and enthusiasm to the table, and I thank them for their
commitment to the school.
I would also like to thank a trustee who finished her term of service and left the school in a
better place than she found it. Amanda Carter-Jura, mother to Brittain and Waverly, served as
secretary and spearheaded the Development Committee, driving many innovative marketing
ideas. Words are inadequate to express the gratitude felt for her contributions to the school.
While I’m expressing gratitude: I must praise Jeff Kubiak for his efforts over the last year. Jeff
brings an exuberance and energy wherever he goes, and has been the embodiment of his
#kidsfirst mantra here at Gardner. On behalf of the board, I wish him fair winds and following seas, and every success in his future endeavors. I have resigned as board chair, and welcome Gretchen Grey-Hatton to take the reins. I will be serving at the pleasure of the Board of
Trustees as interim Head of School. Gretchen and I are excited to work together for the good
of the school moving forward.
As I alluded in opening, The Gardner School is in a period of transition on multiple fronts. We are growing from a school that routinely operated with 90 students, to one with 120 students. We
are starting the search for a new permanent Head of School to
help safeguard and shepherd the school into our next phase. We
are working hard to expand our facilities to accommodate
growth and meet our mission. Each of these transitions will
bring with it many challenges and opportunities. The board and I
ask you all to join us in focusing on the opportunities and surmounting the challenges. A progressive school can not sit on its
hands and say “we are as good as we can be!” Continuous improvement, growth, is part of our DNA, but that doesn’t mean it
comes naturally. It still requires hard work and focused effort. Look for ways you can help: volunteer for committees,
chaperone a field trip, be patient (super-duper patient!) in the
parking lot.
In closing, I want to thank all of the families that choose to give their children the gift of a
Gardner School education. The Board of Trustees is forever reminded of the level of commitment of our families, the faculty and staff, and our volunteers. When we all pull together, we
can do amazing things! It has been my great honor to serve on The Board of Trustees, and I
thank you all for your support in the coming year.

It was a distinct honor and pleasure to have served the students, faculty, staff, parents, and
community this past year. While my tenure here was short, it is an experience I will never
forget. Too many fun memories to name, but Braden, Keeley, Piper and I are so grateful for
the warm welcome we have received by all.
I will continue following all of the wonderful Gardner School activities from California,
while taking with me many great things I have
learned over the year. The celebrations, student
growth, camaraderie, sense of belonging and a
definite #kidfirst mentality.

Team Kube wishes you all the best and hope
that the next 21 years are as successful as the
first.
Kind regards,
Jeff, Piper, Keeley and Braden Kubiak

THE GARDNER SCHOOL OF ART & SCIENCES
16413 NE 50th Avenue | Vancouver, WA 98686
Phone: 360-574-5752 | E-mail: info@gardnerschool.org

SCHOOL MISSION
The Gardner School inspires students
to actively seek knowledge and understanding, think independently,
reason critically, and embrace challenge. Teaching to the uniqueness of
each individual, we focus on the
process of learning and value the
exchange of ideas through collaborative work, inspiring all learners to
reach their highest potential. While
building knowledge of self and an
awareness of our connection to others, we develop responsibility for
ourselves, our community, the earth
and humanity.

