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KLAHOWYA
‘Klahowya’ was the common and universal Chinook Jargon greeting meaning ‘hello’
or ‘hello friend’. Chinook Jargon originated as a pidgin trade language of the Pacific
Northwest and spread quickly up the West Coast from modern-day Oregon to the

WE WISH TO REMEMBER….
The Life and Legacy of Patrice Schanck
To say that the world lost a brilliant,
other-centered force in the world
when our beloved Patrice Schanck
passed in September is truly an understatement. It is the rare individual that
has the passion for knowledge and the
gift of translating the intersection between history and the philosophy of
ideas with the acquisition of practical
and essential skills that can pique so
delicately middle school learners. In
this regard Patrice was among the
most exemplary, gifted of teachers.
Jerome Bruner, a prominent psychologist, described that highly skilled teachers are those able to focus children’s
learning “through experiences and
contexts that make students both able
and willing to learn, structure instruction so students can easily grasp it, and
design instruction to allow and encour-

The Gardner School Logo
Emerging from the idea of the
golden rectangle and the golden
spiral, created by drawing circular
arcs connecting the opposite corners of squares in the Fibonacci
tiling, The Gardner School logo
represents both the school’s place
in the natural world as well as its
position in the world of learning.

The Fibonacci sequence can be
observed in the world of mathematics, science, art and music, and
is replicated in the natural world the ‘perfect’ rectangles producing
a spiral that may be observed in a
Nautilus shell, a ram’s horns, milk
in coffee, and the unfolding of a
fern.
That spiral, here represented as a
age students to go beyond the inforstylized 'G', connects the individumation given to them.” Teachers who
al rectangles in the same way that
students, teachers, parents and
understand that “education must be
families are connected as memnot only a transmission of culture but
bers of The Gardner School comalso a provider of alternative views of
munity, leading them all on a
Gardner path of learning.
the world and a strengthener of the
will to explore them.”
Continued onto pages 2 and 3

REMEMBERING

To do this a teacher must know her students extremely well so that learning
can be tailored to the developmental needs and temperament of each child.
Patrice succeeded at this because she took each child into her heart and her
mind. She was forever weighing how to support her charges into being active
learners who were invested in understanding what was being presented to
them, and to make that knowledge forever their own. For over a decade I had
the wonderful opportunity to listen to Patrice puzzle through and tease apart
her observations and intuitions about the individuals she was teaching. She
truly considered and measured how to bring to life topics such as the world of
Greek mythology and the geology of the Pacific Northwest, or make the mathematical understanding of fractions not only accessible but relevant and intellectually challenging for her students. Patrice would mull over and over how
to bring learning to life in her classroom on every aspect of a child’s day, both
academic and social. She was a believer in constructivist education: the importance of children being the creators of meaning from knowledge through
direct experiences and collaborative thinking. Patrice built learning experiences both within her classroom and outside in the world – she loved traveling
with her students to places that let them take part in what they were studying.
In part her great success as a teacher was because she was an avid learner –
one who treasured both classical and contemporary historic and scientific information, and one who also valued the importance of questioning and challenging what was the accepted interpretation of a piece of knowledge. At one
point I entered her classroom as the children were engaged in an intense discussion about Greek and Roman architecture. Groups of students had each
taken on learning about the specific styles of Greek and Roman pillars – Doric,
Ionic, Corinthian, Tuscan – and everyone was wildly passionate about expressing why each of their respective examples was the most esthetically pleasing
and most important to history. Patrice facilitated the lively interchange to
conclude in a collaborative decision of how they would jointly represent what
they had learned in the upcoming Culminating Event, how architecture had
both grown out of and impacted these ancient civilizations. Every student was
fired up and invested in the dialogue and in how they as a class could demonstrate what they knew. In the end, the children constructed a large blue Aegean Sea in the middle of the classroom and built the different types of pillars
out of carpet cardboard cores. Each group then took positions at their respective pillars to explain the history of Greece through the evolution of architecture and share the individual related topics they had studied. Their understanding was deep and thoughtful, and the way they shared it-a brilliant creation of their own.
This was a wonderful testament to a woman who knew her students and how
to elevate their thinking to another level beyond the memorization of specific
facts. It is truly a rare gift when a teacher knows how to bring this type of
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PAT R I C E
learning to life in a classroom; to know how to gain the trust of her students to
find the best in themselves and in each other; to not only learn a piece of particular information, but to weave knowledge from many sources to build a complex
understanding, and to find joy in the process of learning. This skill is what made
Patrice a remarkably exceptional educator.
Patrice had built an exotic Renaissance background before she decided to become
a teacher in 2001. She explored many different worlds – being a professional musician, a teacher of dance, a mystic reader of signs, a counselor to couples and
individuals, a group leader of rituals, including being the Mother of the Fall Equinox and an officiant at weddings, to name just a few. Her interests and devotions
were many. She majored in English Literature at Reed College, went to Scotland
to study the importance of hospice care, and had started on a Master’s degree in
Administration before turning to teaching. From each of her many varied experiences Patrice integrated what she had learned to enrich how she was to utilize
knowledge in her calling of enriching the minds of children.
Flexible in thinking, Patrice could also be definite about what she thought and felt.
She articulated her perspectives with a wonderful blend of defiance and grace.
She was a feisty woman who fervently defended her ideals and her feelings about
children. Her lively mind and her dedication were ever present in educational discussions during faculty and personal discussions. Her written narrative reports
which shared the assessment of her students provided remarkable insights into
these children she knew and loved. Her strength of conviction showed in her
commitment to all she cared for and into how she experienced life. She sought to
live life fully right up to the end – wanting to be fully engaged in the world. She
loved her role as a mother, and in being a teacher – seeing these pursuits as her
legacy. Gardner School was so very important to her. As Mark shared at the celebration for her, it was truly painful for her to face not being here this school year.
She shared her thoughts with me in the spring about her shift from being a classroom teacher to a mentor teacher and resource for her colleagues. As always she
was brainstorming new ideas and ways she could bring this new venture to life.
The comfort for us all is that Patrice’s impact will live on – in all of us whom she
touched with that brilliant mind and loving investment in those she held dear –
the universe of family, friends, students and their families, and colleagues. The
vision of a garden dedicated to Patrice and her love of Gardner School is a wonderful and perfect way to remember this beautiful…this sublime soul.
Jari Graves-Highsmith
Former Head of The Gardner School
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DIA DE LOS MUERTOS

HARVEST FESTIVAL 2016

A special thank you to our amazing community for creating a spectacular
Harvest Festival this year! The fundraiser for the PTO was incredibly successful, and absolutely could not have happened without the hours upon
hours of love and labor from our Gardner friends and families.
The success was made possible by your donations of candy & prizes,
food, pumpkins, cornstalks, straw bales, games, raffle prizes, face
painting, decor, lighting, generators, photography equipment, sound expertise, tools & supplies, and cider press and pasteurizing set-up.
Thank you to those who attended meetings, created games and decor,
transformed rooms, emceed and judged costumes, designed and hung
lighting, set up the prize tent, sold tickets, made hotdogs, procured donations from the community, worked set-up and game shifts, took a pie in
the face, and cleaned it all up and packed it away until next year.
The Harvest Festival is an important community event for students and
parents, and a homecoming for our alumni families. Thank you for joining
us that evening and keeping the Gardner magic alive!
Aly Benson, Ginger Lader and Carly Langdon
Your 2016 Harvest Festival Committee Co-chairs
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WHO IS THAT?

You may have noticed some new
faces on campus. Well, as we
grow, the need for quality staff
grows too!

ADMISSIONS NEWS
Welcome to all our new families. This fall, we were pleased to announce a record
number of students attending Gardner. We have waitlists in most classes and have
added additional staff to help support our growing student body.

We have recently hired Michelle
Pillette as co-teacher with Kim in
the Tahoma classroom. Michelle
began at the beginning of November to help out in Teacher Caitlin’s
absence, but will be here for the
remainder of the school year. Her
main focus is on mathematics and
science, but she is also supporting
Teacher Kim’s literacy efforts as
well!

This is an exciting and wonderful time for our school. Being at capacity allows us to
move forward and into the next phase of our school’s evolution. The goal of our
admissions office is to grow our student body in a way that supports the school
while maintaining the intimacy, connectedness, and rich culture that Gardner
offers it’s students and families.
While it may seem early, one of our first priorities is to give our current families
the opportunity to re-enroll at Gardner for the next school year. We hope to have
your family back next fall. Our next priority is to offer placements to new families
eagerly awaiting their opportunity to attend Gardner. With applicant families waitlisted to attend Gardner both this year and next, it is important that you are aware
of our re-enrollment process.
We are now accepting applications for next school year and will be enrolling new
students immediately after our re-enrollment deadline for current families, which
is February 28, 2017.
The needs of your family and child are important to us. As always, we are here to
have a conversation with you about any changes, difficulties or special needs that
your family may have. Please feel free to contact Jeff or myself. We appreciate
having the opportunity to have these open conversations with one another.
Jessie Mohandessi-Admissions Coordinator

Shara Parker is also new to our
school. Shara will be working with
Willis in our aftercare department, but will also support Spanish (a fluent speaker) and Mazama
and Tumtum as needed. Shara is
currently finishing up her degree
at WSU Vancouver in human development and has a wealth of
early childhood experience!
Please help us welcome them to
our most awesome community!

5

SEEN AROUND SCHOOL

ALUMNI CORNER

Rose Hout: 2002—2005
Interviewed by Jeff Kubiak
Our new Kalama Teacher, Rose Hout, is a Gardner Alumni. She
has quickly re-immersed herself into our culture, MI philosophy
and Gardner ways! Of course, our community is embracing her.
Welcome Back Rose!
Rose, can you provide some reflection on your path and days at
Gardner?
I first came to Gardner on Tuesday, January 3rd, 2002. I was an extremely shy fourth grader who was dealing with the loss of a family
member. Teachers and students alike helped me to feel welcomed
and supported from day one.
Jackie Taylor helped me to find my place in the Klickitat class. As I
learned about the Multiple Intelligence theory, my confidence began to increase. I learned that there are many ways to be smart, I
found my strengths, and I learned how to self-advocate. These are
skills I have drawn on innumerable times in the past fifteen years.
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Continued onto page 7

What are your biggest influences and keepsakes (in your heart, memory and literal form)
from your time as a student here?
When I think back to my time at Gardner, what
comes to mind first are the relationships I built:
the elaborate imaginary games we played at
recess, working together on culminating event,
helping out our Kalama buddies.
Sometimes I take for granted that not everyone
has the opportunity to transition into adulthood
with the support of their best friends and teachers from elementary school. I found that working in a public school did not have the same
sense of community that I had come to expect throughout my education.

Best friends from Gardner: Rahee Nerurkar
and Allegra Villella

When I heard that there was an opening for the Kalama teacher, I felt like it was a dream come
true. At The Gardner School, the classroom walls do not divide us. Teachers know and care for all
of the students from Tum Tum to Tahoma. I am so excited to work with my first class of kindergarteners and I can already imagine how proud I will be watching them graduate from Tahoma in
eight years.

What does Teacher Rose do in her non Gardner
time to keep fresh, fun, and mentally stable!?
Outside of teaching I can be found playing board
games, watching 90’s movies, trying out new happy hour locations, and sending bizarre postcards to
my mom in New Mexico.
In the summer I love visiting the river and coast. To
stay out of the rain I like to search Pinterest for
new recipes to try.
The Kalama classroom is never far from my mind.
All of my friends have had to come to terms with
the fact that I will always find a way to work Gardner into the conversation!
I consider myself incredibly lucky to work with
such a supportive staff and curious, hysterical
students.
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APPLE ELECTION
WHEELS IN SCHOOL

While many exciting changes were taking place on The
Gardner School campus over the summer, we unfortunately had to say goodbye to our beloved apple trees.
Due to disease, our trees had to be removed as a safety
concern. However, this provided an opportunity for the
students to play a major role in selecting the new trees.
Because 2016 was an election year, the teachers felt
that it was important for the students to increase their
understanding of the US election process. Each Monday during the month of October, the entire school
came together to learn about a new step of the election process.
We started by
tasting six varieties of apples and voting in the
primary election based on appearance and taste.
The primary results were shared the following
Monday with Empire, Honeycrisp, and Jonagold
as the top contenders.
Each class
was assigned
to research a specific aspect of the three apple varieties to report to the school the next week in a debate. These characteristics included maturity &
yield, growing conditions, pollination, size, and disease susceptibility.
As each class
shared their research on the three varieties of apples,
the direction of our election began to shift. We learned
that all three varieties were similar in terms of water
and soil needs, and all three were susceptible to a variety of pests and diseases.
The Tahoma students shared that certain varieties of
apples will not produce fruit without other varieties to
cross-pollinate.
After doing additional research and
meeting in mixedage groups to discuss the findings, the final election came down to
voting for both Empire & Honeycrisp or all three
trees.
Every student was given a ballot and secrecy envelope. They had until the end of the
school day on November 8th to have their signed ballot in the Apple Election Ballot Box.
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The next day Loowit tallied all of the votes and announced the winner … Honeycrisp and
Empire! The staff is working to decide the best location for our new trees so we can all
enjoy them for years to come!

MUSIC NIGHT—AMERICANS WE!

Americans We! provided Gardner students with a wonderful opportunity to share
their musical intelligence and show their patriotism! In keeping with the U.S. History
thematic unit of study, students sang patriotic songs that stirred the soul and recited
historical quotes from great Americans that still resonate today. Thank you to Dana
Harris for leading our students in this wonderful show!
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FROM THE BOARD CHAIR—Andy Fields
WHEELS IN SCHOOL

“Without continual growth and progress, such words as improvement, achievement, and success have no meaning.” - Benjamin Franklin
What does continual growth and progress look like? The Gardner
School of Arts & Sciences is a progressive, independent pre-K through
8th grade school. That means continual growth and progress are in
our DNA. This year, the growth looks like increased enrollment, with
waitlists in several classes and near capacity in others. Continual
growth, however, means being able to sustain full enrollment while
thoughtfully increasing capacity to meet our vision. This is a new
mode of operation for The Gardner School, and the leadership is excited to tackle the challenges presented by full classes, full parking
lots, and standing room only music nights!
The Gardner School of Arts & Sciences is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization. Under Washington law, board members of a Washington nonprofit organization are responsible for the management of the business and the affairs of the organization. The board is guided by the
duty of care (best possible decisions), the duty of loyalty (to the mission), and the duty of obedience (legal obligations). This does not
mean that board members are required to manage the day-to-day
activities (in our organization, that is the role of the Head of
School). Per our by-laws, board members must supervise and direct
the Head of School, and govern the organization’s efforts in carrying
out its mission. In short, the job of the board of trustees is to guide
the school in fulfilling its mission and preserving its capacity for the
future. The board has one employee: the Head of School, who is in
charge of daily operations and achieving annual goals aligned with the
strategic plan.
I am honored to introduce several new trustees who have joined the
board this fall. Gretchen Grey-Hatton, mother to Charlie in Klickitat,
and daughter Claire who is a freshman at Columbia River, is an experienced teacher, trainer, and writer. Carrie Cofer, whose sons Hayden
and Hunter both attended The Gardner School through Klickitat and
are now in their junior and senior years at Seton Catholic College
Prep, is a Human Resources Executive and experienced entrepreneur.
Catherine Hennessey, whose daughter Elizabeth graduated two years
ago and is a Sophomore at Seton Catholic College Prep, is a nurse and
education champion. These additions to the board bring a trove of
experience, talent, and enthusiasm to the table, and I thank them for
their commitment to the school.

Continued onto page 11
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I would also like to thank several trustees who finished their terms of service and left the school
in a better place than they found it. Kayoko Barnhill, whose son Kaisho is in Tahoma, served several terms on the board and helped guide the school through the property acquisition and search
for a new head of school. Susan Debonis, mother to Cozzi (‘16) now a Freshman at VSAA, led the
Head Search committee and served as Vice-Chair. Words are inadequate to express the gratitude I feel for their contributions to and sacrifice for the good of the school.
This year the board is focusing its energy in two areas. We need to increase the board’s capacity
to do the work of governance, critical to the creation of a strategic plan during the 2017/18
school year. We also need to plan for facilities to support sustained enrollment at current levels,
and for growth to achieve our vision as the premier independent school in Southwest Washington. The Facilities Committee, chaired by Michael Parker (father to Olivia in Mazama), has been
hard at work engaging and briefing architects. The board is currently evaluating bids from two
local architectural firms for work in the first phase of site planning, which will begin early in 2017.
In closing, I’d like to voice my appreciation to all of the many volunteers without whom The
Gardner School would not offer the education it does. Whether you drive on field trips, help

M.I. MURAL
To showcase our Multiple Intelligences, the school community of teachers, staff and students, created
a mural displaying each person’s unique set of smarts in color-coded grid design: art/orange, music/
red, people/yellow, body/blue, nature/green, self/violet, number/black, word/white.
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16413 NE 50th Ave
Vancouver, WA 98686
Phone: 360-574-5752
Fax: 360-574-5701
E-mail: info@gardnerschool.org

GARDNER SCHOOL MISSION
The Gardner School inspires students
to actively seek knowledge and understanding, think independently,
reason critically, and embrace challenge. Teaching to the uniqueness of
each individual, we focus on the
process of learning and value the
exchange of ideas through collaborative work, inspiring all learners to
reach their highest potential. While
building knowledge of self and an
awareness of their connection to
others, our students develop responsibility for themselves, their community, the earth and humanity.

AVAILABLE NOW FROM THE FRONT OFFICE!

