HEADSHOTS
WEEKLY UPDATE FROM HEAD OF SCHOOL

Andy Fields, Interim Head of School

ADIEU UNTIL
NEXT YEAR...

A huge thank you to all of you who made the time to attend
one or both of the culminating event presentations on
Wednesday! Every year I am amazed that the students
and teachers continue to raise the bar on beautiful work,
creative presentations, and depth of knowledge displayed.
The student’s rounded out their culminating experience on
Thursday with a “traveling community meeting” in which
the whole school journeyed from Kalama to Tahoma (with a
stop in Mazama to hear them sing “learn and grow”.) Each
class got to share their creative work, so the students all
experienced thematics through singing, reader’s theater,
sounds of space, rock/rap, and mystery drama. Classes then
returned to their homerooms to reflect on their individual
thematic experiences.
As we wrap up the fall thematic and prepare to say adieu
to everyone until next year, I want to share the bigger
picture of our calendar and planning process. Each year, the
leadership team at the school works to align our curriculum
calendar (three thematic sessions, open choice, school wide
performances, Gardner Market and multi-day field trips)
with both the school’s calendar policy (a board directive)
and the national holidays. We first meet the board directive
for instructional days, then see where the big breaks fall,
then choose the most pedagogically advantageous path
for curriculum. The finished calendar of key events is
published in the spring, and the rest of our planning is
driven by that calendar. Within the defined dates and the

COMING UP NEXT
MON 12/18 - MON 1/1
NO SCHOOL
WINTER BREAK

TUESDAY 1/2
FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL
FIRST FULL DAY - KALAMA

DECEMBER 15, 2017

Kalamans perform “Take Me Out to the Ocean” for their parents during
Wednesday’s Culminating Event. Following the song inspired by their ocean
studies unit, the students sang “Tres Pecesitos” in Spanish. The benefit of having
Norma’s Spanish expertise in the classroom was obvious with the Kindergarteners’
amazing pronunciation both during the song and in their ocean animal vocabulary.

published curriculum for literacy and numeracy there is
ample flexibility to pursue emergent interests and student’s
passions. We do not “build in” calendar days for inclement
weather—we have flexibility built into the plan. If we find
ourselves with a “snowpocalypse,” the leadership team
determines the best course for optimum student learning
outcomes while maintaining the rich and varied experiences
that make a Gardner education.
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WEDNESDAY 1/3
PTO MEETING
EARLY RELEASE
8:45 AM
1:45 PM

Teaching deeply, learning fully, cultivating responsibility— one mind at a time.

THURS 1/4 & FRIDAY 1/5
SPRING PLAY TRYOUTS
3:40 - 5:00 PM
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INCLEMENT WEATHER POLICY
We will announce our course of action:
• Via the Gardner School Emergency
Communication System (GSECS)
• Flash Alert runs along the ticker of major
television network news
In most cases, our decision to close school or start late
will mirror the decision taken by the Vancouver School
District. In certain circumstances, when the Vancouver
School District is open, we may still find it difficult or
dangerous to get to The Gardner School. In those cases, our
decision may differ from the Vancouver School District so
please do check to see what our course of action will be.
We know that closures and late starts may be an
inconvenience, but your family’s safety is our main concern.
Regardless of the decision taken by the school, if you do
not feel safe driving to school and decide to keep your
child(ren) at home we will understand and honor your
decision.

#NWPTSTRONG PARTNER OFFER

Northwest Personal Training is celebrating 18 Years by
encouraging donations to one of four local charities --- and
The Gardner School is one of them! Donate $18 or more
and be entered to win great prizes from NWPT.
>>CLICK HERE FOR A SPECIAL OFFER FROM NWPT

AMAZON BUTTON ON WEBSITE

Gardner School can benefit from your shopping on Amazon,
by first clicking on our Amazon button at gardnerschool.org.
>>SEE DETAILS HERE

REMINDERS

GARDNER GEAR REORDER: If you missed the first order
for Gardner Gear (sweatshirts & t-shirts), let Melinda
know you are interested in a second order by filling out
a REORDER WISHLIST (in lobby) and return by 1/5.

SPRING PLAY: The Spring Play has moved from 2/16
to 3/7. Tryouts are going to be held Thursday 1/4 &
Friday 1/5 after school. Students pick which day to
tryout.
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