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Andy Fields, Interim Head of School

“BE THE CHANGE
THAT YOU WISH TO
SEE IN THE -Mahatma
WORLD”
Gandhi
The world is full of challenges. It is also full of the overcoming
of it. As a school, we have had some hard news this week. Caitlin
Littlefield, Tahoma homeroom teacher for the last five years, has
announced she is moving on to Buffalo, N.Y. in February. We are
all sad to hear the news of Teacher Caitlin’s departure. She is a
revered teacher, a talented songstress, a gifted mentor and a
stalwart friend who brings so much to our community and we
will miss her when she’s gone. Until then, we will make the most
of every day that she is here with us!
I have been thinking a lot lately about the part of our mission
that calls on us to inspire our students “to actively seek
knowledge and understanding, think independently, reason
critically, and embrace challenge.” Looking ahead to the
weeks and months remaining in this school year, I want to
acknowledge that there are challenges for all of us—students,
staff, faculty and parents. I feel it is incumbent upon us as adults,
role models and leaders to embody the mission of the school in
our words and actions. Change is hard, even when it is expected
and looked forward to. Unforeseen change is harder. Growth
requires change, and we know it is possible. I have asked the
faculty to embrace the challenge of supporting our students
through Caitlin’s move. All of the teachers, especially Caitlin, who
have regular contact with the Tahoma class have collaborated to
put the students first in mapping out the rest of this year. The
resulting plan is comprehensive, inclusive, and is designed to

COMING UP NEXT
MONDAY 1/15
MLK JR DAY
NO SCHOOL (NCC)

TUESDAY 1/16
FACULTY WORK DAY
NO SCHOOL (CCA)

What cultures make up the Gardner School community? Students formed
small groups at Monday’s Community Meeting to talk about the cultures that
Gardner students identify with. From the lists students made, we discovered
Gardner families represent cultures of 32 different countries around the world.

meet the students needs across the pillars of our curriculum
while giving the students the attention and resources they need
to finish the year strong.
On the opposite side of the same coin, our incoming Head of
School, Scott Kerman, has immersed himself in the pursuit
of knowledge and understanding by spending time in the
classrooms. He is working his way through the Gardner School,
experiencing it from the eyes of our students, beginning in
Mazama and working his way through all the homerooms and
specials classes. It won’t take him 10 years to become a ‘lifer,’
but by the end of this concentrated effort he will have a unique
perspective of life at The Gardner School. If you see him around
campus, please take a moment to say “hello” and welcome him
to our community.

ay weekend,
Have a great holid
Wednesday!
and we’ll see you

WEDNESDAY 1/17
EARLY RELEASE
1:45 PM

WEDNESDAY - FRIDAY
1/17, 1/18, 1/19
OPEN DOOR DAYS

Teaching deeply, learning fully, cultivating responsibility— one mind at a time.

SUNDAY 1/21
OPEN HOUSE
1-4 PM
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TreasuresSea

2018 GARDNER SCHOOL GALA & AUCTION

of the

MARCH 3, 2018

THE HEATHMAN LODGE

Mark your calendars for March 3, 2018 and join The Gardner
School ‘under the sea’ as we celebrate our school community
with an evening of dinner & cocktails, silent & live auctions,
and an unforgettable time.
The success of this year’s auction depends on your help!
The annual Gardner School Auction is Gardner’s biggest
fundraiser, and proceeds go directly to the school operating
budget. All of the items in the auction are either donated or
procured by our Gardner families. Visit our auction website
“AUCTION ITEMS PAGE” for useful tips, item wish lists,
letters to donors and donation forms. Once you have an item
for the auction, bring the form (and the item or certificate) to
Melinda in the school office by February 2nd.
Questions? Contact gardnerschoolauction@gmail.com

IMPORTANT INFORMATION

MESSAGE FROM TEACHER CAITLIN

After five wonderful years at
Gardner, I am sad to say I will be
moving to Buffalo, New York in
mid-February. My husband was
unexpectedly offered a job in
our hometown, and, for a variety
of reasons, this move is the best
decision for our small family. I have
loved every day at Gardner and
could not imagine a more fulfilling
teaching position. A day at Gardner never felt like “work.”
I am incredibly thankful that I had the chance to work with
all of you - my inspiring colleagues, the incredibly dedicated
family community, and, most importantly, the wonderful
students. Although I have to leave this beguiling place, I will
take some of the Gardner magic with me. Whether watching
the rounds of “World Cup” at recess, doing the integer dance
in math class, or swelling with pride at Culminating Event,
Gardner has brought me so much joy, and for that I am
eternally grateful.
Thank you for five wonderful years!

CHILDCARE DURING 1/16 WORKDAY is by reservation.
E-mail Melinda at mdicillo@gardnerschool.org.

BOARD MEETING has moved from Tuesday 1/16 to
Tuesday 1/23. All are welcome to attend.

PIZZA FRIDAY for 2nd Semester begins 2/2. Bring a
$75 check to Melinda if you would like to participate.

PARENT SOCIAL sponsored by the Gardner PTO is
scheduled for Saturday 2/3 at English Estate Winery.
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