HEADSHOTS
WEEKLY UPDATE FROM HEAD OF SCHOOL

JANUARY 5, 2018

Andy Fields, Interim Head of School

HAPPY NEW YEAR

Auditions commenced
Thursday for the Spring
Play, and will continue
today after school. This
year’s play will feature a
series of radio dramas and
comedies, and will be led
by creative director Liam
Smyth and stage manager
Olivia Farnsworth (both
Tahomans).

& WELCOME BACK!

The new year brings many changes, not the least of which is the
introduction of our permanent Head of School, Scott Kerman.
Beginning next week, your students will have another warmhearted, caring adult learning alongside them as Scott observes
classes and activities to acclimate himself to The Gardner School.
I look forward to working with Scott to coordinate the transition
of HOS duties and responsibilities. We will keep you posted as
we come up with a transition plan.
Another change that you may have noticed already is that our
Kalama class now attends Gardner all day. The reason for the
change in schedule is the developmental readiness of their little
minds and bodies for a full day of structured classroom time. The
impact to the rest of the school is that now there are 17 more
students in line at dismissal. If you notice greater congestion in
the parking lot at pickup, please continue to practice patience
and be safe, kind and responsible.
This is also the start of a new thematic unit of study. Across
the school, students begin their inquiry into World Cultures.
Kalama will explore the similarities and differences of people’s
homes around the world. Loowit will focus closer to home in
understanding the historical culture of the People of Cascadia.
Wy’East will continue to build on their understanding of the
world and their place in it by delving into the people and history
of the Polynesian Islands. Likewise, Klickitat will examine Ancient
Greece and the impact of that culture on Western society. In the
opposite hemisphere, Tahoma will investigate the evolution of
culture in China from Confucianism to Communism.

I had the privilege of participating in the Tahoma class kick-off to
the thematic unit, and I couldn’t decide if it fit into the Impact or
Stance pillars of our curriculum. The Tahomans were separated
and isolated into two distinct cultures, with very different values,
communication norms, and social mores. After rehearsing the
surface attributes of their respective cultures, each group sent
“explorers” to observe the other and report back. After a few
explorations, the groups formulated hypotheses about their
counterpart’s culture and sent “emissaries” to try to interact
with them. The groups then came back together to share their
observations and guess what was important to each. At that point
I saw the magic happen, as the Tahoma class identified feelings
of fear, uncertainty, alienation, misunderstanding and prejudice.
They all agreed that researching a different culture without an
awareness of this inherent cultural bias could lead to mistaken
assumptions and grave misunderstandings. As Andy Kleiner said
when a member of the other culture labeled a behavior: “what
do you mean that’s weird? It’s normal for us!” This level of critical
thinking and self-awareness is a keystone of understanding our
relationship to others and responsibility to humanity.
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COMING UP NEXT
TUESDAY 1/9
SPRING PLAY
REHEARSAL

WEDNESDAY 1/10
AUCTION MEETING
8:45 AM

EARLY RELEASE
1:45 PM

MONDAY 1/15
MLK JR DAY
NO SCHOOL (NCC)

Teaching deeply, learning fully, cultivating responsibility— one mind at a time.

TUESDAY 1/16
FACULTY WORK DAY
NO SCHOOL (CCA)
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TreasuresSea

FINANCIAL AID APPLICATION
PORTAL NOW OPEN

2018 GARDNER SCHOOL GALA & AUCTION

of the

MARCH 3, 2018

•

THE HEATHMAN LODGE

Mark your calendars for March 3, 2018 and join The Gardner
School ‘under the sea’ as we celebrate our school community with
an evening of dinner & cocktails, silent & live auctions, and an
unforgettable time.

•
•

To apply for financial aid for the 2018-2019 school
year, complete a Parent Financial Statement (PFS)
through School and Students Services (SSS) online
no later than February 5th.
Go to solutionsbysss.com/parents
Watch your e-mail for tuition and more financial aid
information.

Don’t Miss Any Gardner School Gala & Auction News! Make sure
gardnerschoolauction@gmail.com is added to your Safe Senders
List to ensure you don’t miss out on any important auction news and
updates. Be on the lookout for our first email (early next week) for
ways to get involved, donate items, and attend our treasured event.
Visit our Gardner Auction Facebook page for updates:
https://www.facebook.com/GardnerAuction/
INTERESTED IN BEING ON THE AUCTION TEAM? JOIN US FOR
OUR MEETING ON WEDNESDAY, 1/10 AT 8:45 AM IN THE

FARMHOUSE.

FINAL WEEK OF #NWPTSTRONG

Northwest Personal Training is celebrating 18 Years by
encouraging donations to one of four local charities --- and
The Gardner School is one of them! Donate $18 or more by
Friday, January 12th at noon, and be entered to win great
prizes from NWPT. All entries receive something!
>>CLICK HERE FOR A SPECIAL OFFER FROM NWPT

IMPORTANT INFORMATION

CHILDCARE DURING FACULTY WORKDAY: If you are
interested in using Gardner Care during the faculty work day
on Tuesday, 1/16, please reserve a spot before Friday 1/12
by e-mailing Melinda at mdicillo@gardnerschool.org.

PIZZA FRIDAY

Second Semester Pizza Friday begins on February 2nd. If
you would like your child to participate, bring a $75 check
to Melinda in the school office by Thursday, February 1st.
SPRING PLAY: The Spring Play has held auditions, and
will begin their rehearsals on Tuesday, 1/9 from 3:30 5:00pm. Students will find out their roles on Tuesday,
and will have practices every Tuesday, and either
Thursdays or Fridays depending on their role.
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