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Andy Fields, Interim Head of School

IN GOOD HANDS
One of my favorite times of the Gardner day is dismissal. I try to
hang out in the general vicinity of the Klickitats and Tahomans
for the simple reason that they typically have a rolling drop-off
and I rarely get to talk to their parents otherwise. It happens that
Tahoma and Klickitat do their dismissal in the area of the parking
lot designated “loading zone, no parking, driver remain at the
wheel.” No one wants to be the parking lot police (ok, maybe I do.)
I’ve observed a backup of traffic flow in this loading area which is
impacting other cars at dismissal time. If you have to get out of your
car, whether to talk to a friend, speak to a teacher, or track down
your kid—please find a proper place to park.
Emotional intelligence, or EQ in the human resources parlance
of the day, is not one of the intelligences recognized by Howard
Gardner in his seminal work. That is because it is a melange of
interpersonal and intrapersonal intelligence, swizzled with a
dash of linguistic and visual intelligence. Maybe that is why it is
so rare. The existence of EQ, in spite of its rarity, is proven by the
Wy’East student who, this week, demonstrated the ability to come
back to his teacher after a fit of anger and eloquently apologize,
acknowledging that what he did in anger was inappropriate, and
also forgivable. It is proven by the teacher who acknowledges in the
moment of frustration that the student’s willful stubbornness they
are experiencing now is the same trait that will make their student
a force to be reckoned with in the future. EQ is one way to talk about
the part of our mission that claims “While building knowledge of
self and an awareness of their connection to others, our students
develop responsibility for themselves…”
I’d like to take a moment to write about the role of technology in
the knowledge and understanding pillar of our curriculum. We
often take our kids out on field trips to have real world experiences.
The flip side of that is bringing the real world in for our students
to experience. Loowit has used streaming video from the Okeanos
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Mazamans found treasures like this baby slug today, as they searched for
signs of Spring on a campus walk.

Explorer to bring their study of volcanoes to life. Wy’east used
Google Hangout to converse real time with Jessica Kamalu of the
Polynesian Voyaging Society about navigation of Hokulea (the
voyaging canoe). Tahoma students, following their literature study
of “Red Scarf Girl,” a story of communist China, will have a Skype
conversation with Ji-li Jiang, the author. Field trips are awesome.
And, it is a big world. It’s also great to bring those real world
experiences into the classroom when it is not practical to go to the
source.
A month or more ago, when the Board announced that Scott and
I would be transitioning, Scott and I agreed that our transition
would be organic, and it has been. He has had a few weeks of
experiencing Gardner from the classroom view, met with many
parents, worked extensively with the faculty and staff, and has
begun to build relationships outside our parent community. The
time has come for me to pass the torch, in true Olympic fashion. I
will continue to participate in parent, staff, and faculty discussions
through the end of February. I will be part of Scott’s ongoing
transition team to offer whatever advice I may. And, I am confident,
based on our last month’s work together, that The Gardner School is
in good hands.
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Teaching deeply, learning fully, cultivating responsibility— one mind at a time.

MONDAY 2/19
NO SCHOOL
PRESIDENT’S DAY (NCC)
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2018 GARDNER SCHOOL GALA & AUCTION

100 DAYS OF SCHOOL!

of the

MARCH 3, 2018

THE HEATHMAN LODGE

Auction countdown: 3 weeks until we dive into the sea celebrating
our treasured school!

THIS WEEK’S FOCUS: ATTENDANCE
Puchase your auction tickets today at
www.gardnerauction.org/attend.
Tickets are $75 each or $1000 for a
sponsored table of ten.

AUCTION ITEMS: We are wrapping up procurement – don’t forget
to turn in your items and forms. We have some amazing items this
year! Thank you to everyone who donated and helped procure for
our auction!

Have more questions? Contact Sarah LePage, Auction Chair, at
gardnerschoolauction@gmail.com. Auction item donation forms
can be found in the lobby, on the gardnerauction.org website, or
directly HERE.

REENROLLMENT FOR 2018-2019
BE SURE TO PAY YOUR 10% DEPOSIT BY FEBRUARY 28TH, TO
SECURE YOUR CHILD’S SPOT FOR NEXT SCHOOL YEAR.
Our current families receive this opportunity first until 2/28, but we
will begin to place new applicants in any open spots starting 3/1.

REMINDERS

RSVP for the school auction by Monday 2/12. Tickets on
sale at www.gardnerauction.org/attend.
DEPOSITS are due to the school office by 2/28 to save
your child’s spot for the 2018-19 school year.

PROGRESS REPORTS were e-mailed out from
reports@gardnerschool.org. Check your inbox (and
your spam folders in you don’t see it.) Contact
Melinda if you have any issues accessing the report.
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