KUMTUKS
WEEKLY GARDNER SCHOOL UPDATE
Kumtuks means “to learn” or “to understand” in Chinook jargon
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HOW DO THEY
LEARN BEST?

Last Saturday, I joined Amelia, Guinevere, and Jackie at the
International Dyslexia Association of Oregon’s Dyslexia Conference
at Marylhurst University. We attended the symposium presented by
Dr. David Kilpatrick on “Recent Advances in Understanding WordLevel Reading Problems.” Dr. Kilpatrick, a professor at SUNY-Cortland,
is a recognized expert and clinician in reading assessment and
intervention.
Among Dr. Kilpatrick’s main points is that a phonics approach to
beginning reading instruction is the superior approach compared to
whole-word and whole-language methods. The research is unequivocal
here. This is not to say that phonics instruction is sufficient on its own.
Rather, attention to other key indicators of reading success must be
addressed in one’s assessment and teaching strategies. Still, a phonics
approach is the backbone of an effective reading curriculum.
This was great news for our cohort at the conference because Gardner
uses a phonics based approach to reading instruction called F.A.S.T.,
which stands for Fundamentals of Analysis, Synthesis, and Translations.
FAST is a multi-sensory, structured approach to teaching spelling and
reading strategies. Beginning in Kalama, students develop phoneme
awareness and then progress in later grades through instruction
aimed at phonics instructions, reading fluency, vocabulary, and
comprehension.
Gardner can be proud that its approach to reading instruction is
supported by vast research and expert analysis. Adhering to dataproven methods is a best practice to which Gardner does and should
aspire.
But data isn’t everything, of course. We also look to our training and
collective experiences as educators to guide our practices. And we even
examine our finely developed common sense about learning. Will
Richardson, educator and co-founder of Change School, observes that
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schools often act in ways that defy “our common sense understanding
of what learning is and how it happens.” Even where schools attempt
change, it often comes in the form of “trying to do the wrong thing
right.”
With this in mind, at our staff meeting this week teachers met in
groups of three to answer one very simple question: What do we
believe about how students learn best?
Of course, there is nothing simple about this question. It goes to
the core of everything we do as educators, from the design of our
classroom spaces to the organization of the day to the activities we
guide our students through.
One of the wonderful outcomes of this exercise is that each group’s
responses were remarkably similar, especially as to the idea that
learning is a journey that can take many different paths and wrong
turns . . . and that the product is more often than not less valuable than
the process.
This conversation has only begun. We’re looking forward to exploring
and refining our ideas, with the ultimate goal of confirming how our
practices are aligned to these beliefs. There will be opportunities for
parents and students to participate, as well. The teachers are certainly
excited to ask our students what they believe about how they learn
best.
We can’t wait to find out what they have to say!
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NEW FACES ON CAMPUS

PICTURES FROM THIS WEEK

SHEILA HUGHES Director of Business Operations

Sheila has been a wonderful addition
this last month as the full time Director of
Business Operations. She works closely
with Scott managing the business side of
running our school. Sheila has her B.A. in
Accounting from Brandman University, and
joins the Gardner team after two years as
the Business Manager of the Rose Festival,
and ten years in the construction industry
as an accountant. A native of Washington, Sheila has also lived all
over the world—and was a Russian Linguist in the Air Force.
Sheila can be reached at shughes@gardnerschool.org.

KATHARINE SPRECHER Klickitat & Tahoma Assistant
Katharine earned her Multiple Subject
California Teaching Credential (K-8) with
emphasis in Cultural and Linguistic
Diversity, which included education on
multiple intelligences, in 2000. She was
a classroom assistant and substitute for
a progressive independent school and
public schools in San Francisco and taught
fifth grade in San Jose before working
as a paraprofessional for Portland Public
Schools Special Education. Katharine then earned her doctorate in
Education with specialization in Cultural Studies and taught current
and pre-service teachers and administrators for undergraduate and
graduate educator certification programs. She is very excited to be
working with children and youth again at Gardner School!
Katharine can be reached at ksprecher@gardnerschool.org

REMINDERS

SUMMER CAMP schedule and registration information
will be posted Monday at www.gardnerschool.org.

CONTRACTS for the 2018-2019 school year were
mailed out yesterday. Watch your mail!

KEY DATES for 2018-2019 school year have been
posted to our website. CLICK HERE TO VIEW

SHARE THE GARDNER LOVE! Know of any other
families that would love Gardner? We are now accepting
applications for Kalama and other select grades.
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