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THE SEASON OF

COMMITMENT

In the world of independent schools, this is the season of
commitment. For one, it is the time families are asked to recommit
to their schools for another year. This is not always an easy choice
for families, we know. Financing independent education for our
children is a significant investment, so it is natural for families to
reassess that investment.
As a school, it is our responsibility to convey to our families the
value of a Gardner education… that what your children experience
is, as they say in the advertising world, priceless. When you read
our latest issue of Klahowya, you can’t help but see in words
and images what makes a Gardner education unique. If you
conferenced with your child’s teacher this week, you learned
first-hand the passion and commitment we bring to educating our
students.
It also is auction season in the independent school world.
Auctions are another opportunity for communities to demonstrate
their commitment. At every independent school, tuition does
not account for the full cost of educating students. This is why
independent schools like Gardner rely on the philanthropy of its
families, alumni, and supporters to provide critical funds for the full
experiences their students and families expect.
At tomorrow’s auction, the Gardner community will have an
opportunity to reinforce its commitment to educating the body as
well as the mind by supporting our physical education and play
programming in the paddle raise. This is our chance to show with
paddles raised high that we are committed to true progressive
education, where imaginative, experiential physical play is valued
for how it educates and benefits our children.

Loowit students enjoyed a
wonderful cultural sharing this week
by Stephanie Craig, member of the
Santiam and Yoncalla Kalapuya,
Takelma Rogue River, Clackamas
Chinook, Cow Creek Umpqua,
Iroquois, and Grand Ronde tribes.
Stephanie, and her husband, Joe,
shared fascinating stories from their
family histories, and brought in
baskets (some over 200 years old),
tools, beads, plants, clothing, and
more artifacts! She then taught the
Loowits how to make their own tule
ducks.

My thoughts about commitment would be incomplete without
a mention of Andy Fields, whose commitment to Gardner has
impressed me greatly. Every independent school has a parent like
Andy, someone who selflessly and consistently serves the school in
a variety of ways over a long period of time. Indeed, independent
schools cannot be successful without parents like Andy, and I have
no doubt that Gardner would not be where it is today without his
passion and devotion to our community.

COMING UP NEXT WEEK
SATURDAY 3/3
GALA & AUCTION
5:00 PM

WEDNESDAY 3/7
PTO MEETING
8:45 AM

KINDERCONZERT
FIELD TRIP

EARLY RELEASE
1:45 PM

SCHOOL PLAY
6:00 PM

Teaching deeply, learning fully, cultivating responsibility— one mind at a time.

FRIDAY 3/9
LOOWIT FIELD TRIP
TO ART MUSEUM
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WELCOME TO “KUMTUKS”

Our weekly school newsletter has a new name! Like our
classrooms and our school magazine, we have adopted the
new name from Chinook jargon. Kumtuks means “to learn” or
“to understand.”

CULTURAL VISITORS THIS WEEK

TreasuresSea

2018 GARDNER SCHOOL GALA & AUCTION

of the

MARCH 3, 2018

THE HEATHMAN LODGE

WE ARE SO EXCITED TO HAVE YOU JOIN US
TOMORROW! SEE YOU THERE!
DOORS OPEN AT 5:00 PM
THE HEATHMAN LODGE
7801 NE GREENWOOD DR
VANCOUVER, WA 98662

SCHOOL PLAY NEXT WEDNESDAY!

Our student-led school play
is almost ready! Join us on
Wednesday night, March
7th from 6:00 - 7:00 pm, for
RADIO DRAMAS. Our student
cast includes students from
Loowit to Tahoma.

REMINDERS

AUCTION ITEMS are available to preview at:
www.gardnerauction.org/auction-items-preview/
DEPOSITS are due to the school office to save your
child’s spot for the 2018-19 school year.

KLAHOWYA HAS BEEN RELEASED!
Don’t miss our Winter edition of the
Gardner School Magazine.
CLICK HERE TO VIEW IT
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