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SO FAR...

One of my favorite lines of The Simpsons Movie is when Bart says,
“This is the worst day of my life,” and then Homer, ever the wise father,
replies, “The worst day of your life so far.”
Why does this scene come to mind? Culminating Event is next week,
a chance for our students to show our community the results of their
learning in our World Cultures thematic unit. I’m wondering if we
should change the name of Culminating Event to Culminating Event,
So Far.
I say so far because of course this is not the end of their study of
World Cultures. Gardner’s Mission and Core Values inspire our school
community to value diversity, explore different ways of living and
celebrating life, and seek a greater understanding and appreciation
for peoples and cultures from all over the world. Students will return to
their study of world cultures throughout their time at Gardner.
Of course, learning experiences are not confined to school. When we
say that this is the culmination of our students’ study of world cultures
so far, we also look to our families to extend the learning. Whether
this involves traveling to other countries or exploring diverse cultures
closer to home, you have an opportunity to show your students that
learning about meaningful subjects and ideas does not end.
This idea that learning is a lifelong endeavor is at the core of our
faculty and staff professional growth. Last week, I told you about
how our teachers engaged the question, “What are our beliefs about
how students learn best?” Some beliefs have leapt to the surface, as
demonstrated by the Word Cloud of our ideas. Experiential is by far
the most common response. This makes sense. We learn best by doing,
which involves considering options, making mistakes, correcting
errors, revising ideas, and achieving a finished product.
We also believe that students learn best when their learning is
Meaningful. I’ve recently written on the importance of purpose and
meaning to learning, so for now I’ll simply assert the connection
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between experience and meaningfulness. Consider that now many
families choose to give experiential gifts rather than yet another toy or
video game. Things end up in the landfill or at Goodwill; experiences
last longer.
Connections and Exploration also stand out in the Word Cloud. These
ideas definitely apply to our study of World Cultures. Kalama students
explored the different types of homes people around the world live
in, making connections between those homes and their own and
how these homes connect to our diverse cultures and ways of life.
Loowit students explored the People of Cascadia, drawing connections
between where and how they lived, as well as between these
cultures and how we live today. Wy’East students engaged in similar
explorations involving Polynesian Island cultures and peoples.
These are just some of the connections and explorations our students
have made so far. Learning never stops, a belief the teachers are
applying to themselves. We are not a community of educators. We are
a community of learners. No matter our experience, training, and skill,
we recognize there is much to learn.
Our students are only in the beginning stages of their life-long
learning. Culminating Event will celebrate the many meaningful
experiences, explorations, and connections they’ve made with their
teachers and classmates. They should be proud of their learning.
So far.
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CULMINATING EVENT PARKING

PICTURES FROM THIS WEEK

Culminating Event is the most well-attended event of the year, and
it means once again we will need to get creative with parking. We
encourage as much carpooling and ride-sharing as possible.
In addition to our regular parking lot and along 50th, we also have
the following options available:
•

•
•

Smith-Root, our neighbor to the North, has invited us to park
on the driveway to and apron of the little barn. (Please
make sure we do not park in any of their actual parking spaces,
and do not block access to their facilities.)
Several spots available on the easement just south of the
Gardner athletic field (please be sure to keep our neighbor’s
access clear, by parking as close to the edge as possible).
The gravel faculty and staff parking area by the garage
will also be available to parents.

Thank you in advance for the extra patience and care that parking
will require on Wednesday!

BIKE DRIVE THIS SPRING

Are you thinking about spring cleaning? Well, save those outgrown bikes, trailers, pumps, or (anything bike related) for our
spring Bike Drive. We are excited to be partnering with Bike Clark
County for our second GardneReach of the year! This wonderful
organization works to give local children bicycles and teach the
community bike safety. You can bring donations to school April
23-25. In addition to collecting bikes to donate, some students
will have a chance to learn basic bike care, visit BCC’s shop, and go
for a bike ride for Open Choice on April 25. The project culminates
with Wheels in School Day for all Gardner students on April 26.

REMINDERS

SUMMER CAMP schedule and registration information
is posted HERE. Limited space available!

CONTRACTS for the 2018-2019 school year are due
back to school by Friday, March 30th.

KEY DATES for 2018-2019 school year have been
posted to our website. CLICK HERE TO VIEW

SPOTS ARE STILL OPEN for KINDERGARTEN and other
select grades. Spread the word!
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