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WATCH THEM

GROW

In her follow up to her important film Race to Nowhere, Vicki Abeles
writes in Beyond Measure that a critical task of schools is to guide
students to develop a sense of purpose during these formative
years of their lives. Schools often feature high activity, Abeles
observes, but low purpose.
Purpose follows from framing learning as a rich, varied experience.
Learning must be active—growth is fueled by experience. For
experiences to be purposeful and meaningful, they must be
connected to the real world. This is why place-based learning is
emphasized at Gardner, such as the recent trip to Seattle by Klickitat
to explore 21st century hero’s journeys and how ancient Greek
culture influences literature, architecture, and science.
Field trips at Gardner expose our students to our rich community
resources and treasures. This week, Tumtum, Mazama, Kalama, and
Loowit students attended the Oregon Symphony’s Kinderkonzert;
Loowit students also went to the Portland Art Museum to see
PAM’s Native American collection. These experiences connect what
students do in art, music, and thematics to professional and public
experiences. Students see that what they learn and do at school
matters and resonates beyond our campus.
Our school’s emphasis on purpose and meaning also requires that
students have agency over their learning. Often this comes in the
form of what Howard Gardner calls performance. When students
“perform their understanding” in public, they assume a more
active posture toward their material, which in turn enhances their
understanding of it.
Experiential learning at Gardner, particularly where students direct
and manage their own learning collaboratively and individually,

COMING UP NEXT
WEDNESDAY 3/14
EARLY RELEASE
1:45 PM

TUESDAY 3/20
BOARD MEETING
6:00 PM

instills purpose in our students. Consider the marvelous play
performed by our students this week. While they benefited from
the skillful guidance of Jared Renfro and other teachers, much of
the performance’s success is owed to the students themselves.
Students wrote the script for the “Five Minute Mystery.” They
controlled the production, from stage managing to sound cues
to lighting to stage entrances and exits. They wrote, acted in, and
filmed commercials that aired between sets. They pulled off an
amazing rendition of Abbot and Costello’s “Who’s on First” routine.
And because they owned the experience from beginning to end,
the students are right to be proud of their accomplishments. The
theatre fan in me enjoyed the performance. The educator in me
marvels at what they learned from this experience, especially the
personal and collaborative skills they strengthened.
Families have a role to play, too, in making learning purposeful
and meaningful for our students. Rather than asking your children
what they did or learned at school that day, engage them in
conversations about what is significant about what they learned.
Get them to express what is meaningful about their learning. Listen
for the connections they make to their own lives or their previous
learning. Plan your own “field trips”—or better yet, let your children
plan family outings—that connect to and extend their learning.
And then, watch them grow.
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WELCOME TO “KUMTUKS”

PICTURES FROM THIS WEEK

Our weekly school newsletter has a new name! Like our
classrooms and our school magazine, we have adopted the
new name from Chinook jargon. Kumtuks means “to learn” or
“to understand.”

A HUGE THANK YOU to our amazing community of
volunteers and supporters that helped our school raise a
record-breaking $140,000 at the auction this last week!
Thank you for your generous support and your valuable time
procuring, donating, coordinating and attending!

HOW TO REACH SCOTT

If you have questions or things you want to talk about, Scott
would love to hear from you!
SCOTT KERMAN, Head of School
skerman@gardnerschool.org
360.574.5752 x213

REMINDERS

SUMMER CAMP schedule and registration information
will be posted next week at www.gardnerschool.org.
CONTRACTS for the 2018-2019 school year will be
mailed out next week, and are due back March 30th.

KLAHOWYA HAS BEEN RELEASED!
Don’t miss our Winter edition of the
Gardner School Magazine.
CLICK HERE TO VIEW IT
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