KUMTUKS
WEEKLY GARDNER SCHOOL UPDATE
Kumtuks means “to learn” or “to understand” in Chinook jargon
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Scott Kerman, Head of School

DAYS LIKE THESE

Not so long ago, I attended a two-week professional development
workshop on civil rights and related curriculum. It was an inspiring
and educational experience, and all of the participating teachers
were excited about the materials and lesson plans introduced to us.
I couldn’t wait to bring what I learned to my students.
Not everyone at the workshop was as excited as me, though. I
taught at an independent school. Most of the teachers in the
workshop taught in public schools. As one teacher put it, “I’ll be
lucky to get permission to spend one lesson on this material. It’s
just not on the state test.”
Too often in schools today, state tests are the tail that wag the
dog. Teachers are under so much pressure to cover the breadth
of material on the tests that there is no time to engage in other
content, such as content their students and their teachers might
really be passionate about. Students have become savvy. They know
when teachers are teaching to the test.
The proliferation of testing also has all but eliminated time for
schools to engage in unique learning and community activities,
such as today’s Earth Day activities and next week’s Open Choice.
Learning is enhanced when it is connected to life and community
beyond the classroom walls. Learning also is enhanced when
students, teachers, parents, and other community members come
together for shared experiences. We certainly don’t see these days
as time wasted.

The Gardner campus was abuzz with
activity today in celebration of Earth Day.
Bee mentor Brian placed a new colony
of bees in our observational hive, which
commenced a morning of learning
about bees, honey tasting, investigating
macroinvertebrates from the wetlands,
stream storytelling, and learning about
the parts of a tree.

Quite the contrary. Unique learning and community days like Earth
Day and Open Choice are absolutely essential to our mission and
our students’ education.

COMING UP NEXT
MONDAY 4/23 - WED 4/25
BIKE DRIVE FOR
BIKE CLARK COUNTY

WEDNESDAY 4/25
ALL DAY
EARLY RELEASE
OPEN CHOICE
1:45 PM

THURSDAY 4/26
WHEELS IN SCHOOL DAY

Teaching deeply, learning fully, cultivating responsibility— one mind at a time.

FRIDAY 4/27
ADULT OPEN CHOICE
6:30 PM
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FROM THE BOARD

EARTH DAY CELEBRATION

Gardner’s Board of Trustees is excited
to announce that Ken Lader has joined
the Board as a Trustee. Ken brings
important knowledge and experience
to the Board’s important strategic
work. Parents of Jett in Loowit, Ken
and his wife Ginger have been integral
contributors to the Gardner community for the past five
years, and were the 2016 recipients of the Ye/Marso
Service Award for outstanding volunteerism to The Gardner
School.
The Board voted this week on several items related to
next year’s budget, as well as a motion to engage in a
period of due diligence related to the renewed possibility
to purchase property from our neighbor to the north,
Smith Root Inc. Catherine Hennessey was elected as the
new Secretary, replacing Kevin Fischer, who has been
elected as Chair of the Finance Committee in the wake of
Jane Traffalis’ departure after ten years of service to our
school. The Board is very grateful for Jane’s tremendous
contributions to Gardner.

REMINDERS

BIKE DRIVE starts on Monday. Bring any used bicycles,
or bike related equipment to the school lobby.
SUMMER CAMP schedule and registration information
is posted HERE. Limited space available!
SPOTS ARE STILL OPEN for KINDERGARTEN and other
select grades. Spread the word!

ADULT OPEN CHOICE on April 27th still has openings!
Enjoy a grown-up night on campus learning from
teachers with Salsa & Margaritas, Succulents & Sours, or
Mystery Codes & Moscow Mules. Sign up for $75 in the
school office.
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