KUMTUKS
WEEKLY GARDNER SCHOOL UPDATE
Kumtuks means “to learn” or “to understand” in Chinook jargon
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Scott Kerman, Head of School

THREE CHEERS FOR
OUR VOLUNTEERS!
Nearly two dozen parents came out to campus on Earth Day to
participate in our annual Earth Day clean up last week. They joined
our students, faculty, and staff in spreading bark chips, weeding the
garden and flower beds, cleaning furniture, washing exterior walls,
and more. If you thought Gardner looked extra shiny this week, it’s
not simply because of the sunshine!
Independent schools like Gardner thrive because of our volunteers.
In fact, we wouldn’t be nearly the school we are without parent
volunteers. Whether chaperoning field trips, helping out specialist
teachers, participating in class and school activities, planning
and running school events like the Auction and Harvest Festival,
volunteers often are at the heart of Gardner’s culture and traditions.
And as a small independent school, volunteers provide valuable
and even necessary services that we do not yet have the capacity
to provide ourselves. Our current ratio of faculty to admin staff is
about 4:1—that’s a very lean operation. We look forward to adding
key admin support as our school continues to mature, but for now
and the next few years at least, we really do depend on parent
volunteers in ways for which we are deeply grateful.
Like many independent schools, we depend on and benefit from
a relatively small core group of dedicated volunteers, parents who
volunteer again and again. This is wonderful, but there also is a
risk of burn out. We know we have to broaden opportunities for
more parents to volunteer. At the same time, we also appreciate
that it’s not necessarily easy for all of our parents to participate as
volunteers.

COMING UP NEXT
FRIDAY 4/27
ADULT OPEN CHOICE
6:30 PM

WEDNESDAY 5/2
PTO MEETING
8:45 AM

That is why we are looking into ways to make it easier for parents
who would like to volunteers, whether by providing more advanced
notice or by improving our communications about ways to
volunteer. We also want to improve how we introduce our newest
families to our school culture and community, including ways to
participate more fully in our classrooms, events, and activities.
If you have suggestions as to what would enhance your family’s
participation in our school community, please let me know. As
always, I welcome the ideas, suggestions, and insight of our parents.
Email me at skerman@gardnerschool.org.

EARLY RELEASE
1:45 PM

WEDNESDAY 5/2 - THURSDAY 5/3
WY’EAST OVERNIGHT
FIELD TRIP

Teaching deeply, learning fully, cultivating responsibility— one mind at a time.
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FROM THE PTO

Help us show thanks to our incredible
staff and faculty during Teacher
Appreciation Week, May 7 - May 11. A
team of parents have planned out a
week of thanks, and here are a few ways
we would love your help:

1) Bring a healthy snack (fresh fruit, dried
fruit, etc.) for the staff snack basket in the
office any day between 5/7 and 5/11.
2) Sign up to bring food for the staff & faculty party on
Wednesday afternoon (5/9). A signup sheet will be in the foyer
starting next week.
3) Donate a $5 gift card for any coffee shop, smoothie bar, etc.
Bring to the school office before Thursday 5/10 when they are
handed out to teachers.

know having Wheels in School scheduled on
OOPS! We
the same day as Take Your Kid to Work Day led to

some tough decisions for students this year. We
promise to be mindful of important dates like that
when scheduling our school events in the future!

STAFFING UPDATE

We are very excited to announce
Guinevere Getchell will be leading
the Tahoma classroom beginning in
the Fall as Tahoma classroom teacher.
Guinevere joined Gardner this year as a
co-teacher in Wy’East.

We will be hiring an assistant teacher to support Wy’East
teacher Amelia Carter for the 2018-19 school year,
continuing the small group instruction Wy’Easters have
benefited from this last year with co-teachers.

GARDNER MARKET
It’s almost time to go to market!
For an overview and detailed
account of this annual event,
CLICK HERE.

OPEN CHOICE

On campus photos by yearbook
photographer Charlie Hatton.

REMINDERS

GARDNER MARKET student business plans are due to
Jackie by Friday, 5/4.
TALENT SHOW auditions for individual and small group
acts will take place on 5/9 at 12:15pm. Students are
encouraged to prepare! Talent Show is held 5/17.
ART SHOW will be held on campus 5/10 & 5/11, with
an opening held on 5/10 at 3:45pm.
SUMMER CAMP schedule and registration information
is posted HERE. Limited space available!
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