KUMTUKS
WEEKLY GARDNER SCHOOL UPDATE
Kumtuks means “to learn” or “to understand” in Chinook jargon
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Scott Kerman, Head of School

NEXT YEAR IS

ANOTHER DAY

We’re entering what I call the Y2K season of the school year. By that
I mean a time when everyone gets a bit (what’s the word?) “antsy”
because the end of century (i.e., the end of the school year) is
approaching.
The end of something, the transition to something, the end of one
routine/structure affects people in different ways. Children can
be especially sensitive to Y2K. The 8th graders are a paradoxical
mixture of “I can’t wait to get out of here!” and “Wait, I am
supposed to leave here?!” But all students can feel a strange brew
of emotions about the end of the school year, the summer ahead,
and uncertainty about what next year will bring. My daughter
Chase cried for weeks at the end of Kindergarten, 1st grade, 2nd
grade, and 3rd grade. I’m not exaggerating.
Parents, too, can get Y2K’ish this time of year. I know I do. I like
the routine and structure the school year provides for my children
and family. Summer can be stressful, especially if parents are
working. For better or worse, gone are the days when children were
left to roam free from dawn until dusk all summer (“Come home
when the street lights turn on,” my mom told me). And camps
are expensive—although Gardner’s camps are not only great but a
bargain compared to what’s out there in the Portland metro area.
Ultimately, school provides structure, routine, and community for
all of us. That’s taken away cold turkey starting June 18. From that
perspective, it’s no wonder we might feel a bit Y2K’ish about the
impending end of the school year.

COMING UP NEXT
MONDAY 5/7 - FRIDAY 5/11
TEACHER & STAFF
APPRECIATION WEEK

WEDNESDAY 5/9
TALENT SHOW
AUDTIONS

Wy’Easters explore the outdoors. Students spent two nights at the Hancock
Field Station in Fossil Oregon for OMSI Outdoor Science Camp.

By the way, teachers can get bit by the Y2K bug, too. Summer’s so
close, we can smell it—we’re like horses approaching the paddock.
And people who grow up to be teachers generally are people who
love structure, routine, and planning. We’re looking forward to the
break, but after about six hours of summer many of us likely will be
organizing and planning for next year.
If you’re feeling a bit Y2K’ish this time of year, I recommend
reminding yourself that time is an artificial construct. Looking back
over the school year, you’ll recall that your child has had many great
learning and social experiences. And, while they may be sad to see
this year close, next year they will be loved and celebrated for who
they are just like this year. Finally, remind yourself that learning
exists on a continuum—whatever they didn’t master this year, they’ll
get a chance to master next year.
Or to paraphrase Scarlett O’Hara, “After all, next year is another day.”

EARLY RELEASE
1:45 PM

THURSDAY 5/10 - FRIDAY 5/11
STUDENT ART SHOW
LOOWIT OVERNIGHT
OPENING 5/10 3:45 PM
FIELD TRIP

Teaching deeply, learning fully, cultivating responsibility— one mind at a time.
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FROM THE PTO

“THE ROOTS OF ALL GOODNESS
LIE IN THE SOIL OF APPRECIATION...”
-Dalai Lama
TEACHER & STAFF APPRECIATION WEEK NEXT WEEK
Starting Monday, there will be an APPRECIATION STATION in
the lobby for parents and kids to draw pictures or write notes to
staff & teachers. Write as many as you can! Throw kindness like
confetti!
Thank you to our wonderful families that have already donated
gift cards and signed up to bring food for the staff party!
•
•

DON’T FORGET:

Bring your favorite fruit to add to the teacher & staff fruit
bowl in the office anytime next week.
There is still time to drop off $5 gift cards for teachers &
staff! (Bring to the office by Wednesday)

STAFFING UPDATE

We are very excited to announce that
in addition to teaching Mazama, Betsy
Jager-Lee will be teaching art to our
middle school students for the 20182019 school year.

Betsy has her B.A. in art / printmaking,
child development and psychology, and her M.A. in
education with an emphasis in art education. In addition
to teaching fifth & sixth grades for four years, she has
taught both graduate courses in art education, and worked
in the education department at the Los Angeles County
Museum of Art (LACMA). She looks forward to sharing her
passion for printmaking, drawing and photography with
Klickitat & Tahoma students.

PICTURES FROM THIS WEEK

PTO ELECTIONS COMING UP IN JUNE

Leadership positions available for the 2018-19 school year! The
PTO will be electing a President, Vice-President, Secretary and
Treasurer at the June PTO Meeting on Wednesday, June 6th.
>>CLICK HERE FOR MORE INFO ON OPEN POSITIONS

REMINDERS

TALENT SHOW auditions for individual and small group
acts will take place on 5/9 at 12:15pm. Students are
encouraged to prepare! Talent Show is held 5/17.
ART SHOW will be held on campus 5/10 & 5/11, with
an opening event held on 5/10 at 3:45pm.
SUMMER CAMP schedule and registration information
is posted HERE. Limited space available!

WE’RE ON INSTAGRAM!
thegardnerschoolwa
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