KUMTUKS
WEEKLY GARDNER SCHOOL UPDATE
Kumtuks means “to learn” or “to understand” in Chinook jargon
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Scott Kerman, Head of School

A TIME FOR TRANSITIONS
So much is on our minds this time of year.....Gardner Market,
assessments, end of year field trips (Tahoma and Klickitat will be
in Ashland for the Shakespeare Festival next week), graduation,
Community Appreciation Breakfast (June 13). It’s an exciting time of
year.

It’s also a time for transitions. Transitions are exciting, but they also
can be unsettling for our students, who might be sad about leaving
their current teacher and classroom and worried about what the next
classroom might bring. This is natural, which is why our teachers
devote time in these final weeks for students to talk about how they
feel and to let our students know that it’s okay to be a little nervous.
We also reassure our students that everything they love about
Gardner won’t change and that they’ll get to have new experiences
that are worth looking forward to.
Teachers also let students know that they are prepared for the
challenges that lie ahead. Yes, expectations and academics will
be different. We remind students that their current grade might
have once looked intimidating—but look at how much they’ve
accomplished! They will accomplish amazing things next year, too!
An important part of this transition prep is Move it Up Day on June
13. For about two hours, current students in Kalama through Klickitat
will move into their next year’s classrooms. They will enjoy activities
and games with their new teacher and their new classmates. It is a
great opportunity for students to get a feel for their new classroom
and their new community members. Mazama students also
experience Move it Up Day, except that Teacher Rose goes to them.
Transitions aren’t just for students, of course. Our parents transition,
too. It’s perfectly normal for parents to feel the same emotions
as their students—sad about leaving the current classroom and
teacher, excited about new opportunities, worried about their child’s
readiness for what’s next. Because parents are an important part of

COMING UP NEXT
MONDAY 6/4

KLICKITAT & TAHOMA
DEPART FOR ASHLAND

TUESDAY 6/5

18-19 KLICKITAT
PARENT JUMP-UP
8:30-9:30 AM

Wy’Easters learn from chef Adam Murphy (of Portland’s Le Pigeon), as he
shares his culinary expertise. This morning he taught the third and fourth
grade students to make Spam Sushi Rolls —a delicacy in Polynesian culture.
As a cap to their thematic study of the Polynesian islands, students also
helped Adam prepare and plate the feast for tonight’s Wy’East Celebration
of Learning. Ingredients for the celebration were funded by the hard work of
Wy’East students collecting recyclables and busking roses at the Talent Show.
The idea for the fundraiser was sparked by a novel the Wy’Easters read, called
Planet Jupiter in which an impoverished family paid for food and shelter by
collecting bottles.

our classroom communities, this week and next week, Loowit,
Wy’East, Klickitat, and Tahoma teachers are holding Jump Up Days
for parents.
Jump Up Days are opportunities for parents to get to know next
year’s teachers and get a preview of what’s ahead. But mostly they
are opportunities for parents to talk about their hopes and dreams
for next year, as well as a time for teachers to assure parents that
they will cherish and celebrate their students as much as their
current teachers do.
We know the students are ready for what’s next. Gardner students
are incredibly creative, curious, and confident. And courageous!
Which is why we know they will sail through these transitions and
enter next year ready to shine.

WEDNESDAY 6/6
PTO MEETING
& ELECTIONS
8:45 AM

EARLY RELEASE
1:45 PM

THURSDAY 6/7
18-19 LOOWIT
PARENT JUMP-UP
2:20 - 3:00 PM

Teaching deeply, learning fully, cultivating responsibility— one mind at a time.

KALAMA
PORTFOLIO NIGHT
5:30 PM
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FROM THE PTO

GARDNER MARKET

PTO ELECTIONS COMING UP NEXT WEEK

Leadership positions available for the 2018-19 school year! The
PTO will be electing a President, Vice-President, Secretary and
Treasurer at the June PTO Meeting on Wednesday, June 6th.
>>CLICK HERE FOR MORE INFO ON OPEN POSITIONS

FROM THE BOARD

Gardner’s Board of Trustees is excited to
announce that Denise Case has joined
the Board as a trustee. Denise brings
important legal insight to the Board’s
strategic work. Parent of 2nd grader
Julie, Denise has been an integral
volunteer for the Gardner community
over the past five years, including
serving as PTO President for two years. Welcome to the board,
Denise!

YEARBOOKS
ARRIVING SOON!

Yearbooks will arrive on campus
next week and will be available
for purchase in the office for $25.

REMINDERS

BOOKS FOR DONATION? Tumtum is looking to refresh
their library of read-aloud books for the upcoming
school year. If you have books in good shape, please
bring them to Tumtum or drop off in the office.
SUMMER CAMP schedule and registration information
is posted HERE. Limited space available!

WE’RE ON INSTAGRAM!
thegardnerschoolwa
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