GARDNER

EXCITED
ABOUT READING

Scott Kerman, Head of School

Without question, one of the very best things we can do for our
children’s development is read to them. Reading to children
has a positive impact on their reading fluency, comprehension,
vocabulary development, and critical thinking. It also has socialemotional benefits because of the connections that form between
parents or other loved ones and children during reading time.

COMING UP NEXT:
SAT 9/22 - SUN 9/23
TAHOMA CIVIL WAR
REENACTMENT TRIP

MONDAY 9/24
BOOK FAIR OPENS

(runs through Fri 9/28)
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MYSTERY READER FRIDAY Each Friday, Wy’East students are treated to a read-

As children age, benefits accrue from having the child read to
the parents. Interestingly, new studies show that these benefits
diminish significantly where the parent is distracted or unengaged
(phones!). And while having children read to adults has benefits,
it’s not a substitute for reading to children even into middle school.
Reading more complex books to older children is a great way to
inspire conversations about increasingly mature matters. It can
be a safe way for students to ask questions about the worlds into
which they are maturing.
At Gardner, we promote the importance of reading in many ways.
It’s tradition at Gardner for the Head of School to begin the school
year reading to all students in an assembly. This year, I read All Are
Welcome, a wonderful picture book that lets students know that
everyone in our community, no matter who they are, are welcome
at Gardner. This tradition connects to many important Gardner
values, such as fostering community among all grade levels and
between students and the adults on campus. It also sends the
message that we value reading and shared reading experiences.
It means something that the Head of School begins the year by
reading to students.

WEEKLY

aloud by a “mystery” parent. This week, parent Sarah Nitsch shared a special book
her grandmother used to read to her, Where’s Wallace by Hilary Knight.

Last spring, I wrote about the strengths of our reading program.
Our emphasis on phonics—through our F.A.S.T. reading program—is
bolstered by recent studies and data concluding that phonics
training is best for developing strong reading, comprehension, and
vocabulary skills not just in emerging readers but older readers.
All next week the Great Room will be filled with books during the
PTO’s annual Scholastic Book Fair. We invite you to stop by The
Great Room before and/or after school with your children to browse
and purchase books (proceeds go to the PTO Fund). This is an
opportunity for our readers, young and old, to grow their personal
libraries—and to be excited about reading, of course!
The entire week is dotted with a special focus on reading and books
in our classrooms. Tuesday, Sept. 25 is our Family Fun Reading
event. Please visit in the Great Room around any of the three
dismissal times for crafts, snacks, and cozy places to read.
I’ll be shopping at the Book Fair for sure! I can’t wait to find new
books to share with our students

TUESDAY 9/25
FAMILY FUN
READING DAY

THURSDAY 9/27
PICTURE DAY

(Tumtum 3-day on 9/28)

Teaching deeply, learning fully, cultivating responsibility— one mind at a time.

FRIDAY 9/28
WHEELS IN
SCHOOL DAY
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HARVEST FESTIVAL

KEEP THE CANDY COMING!

THIS WEEK IN PICTURES

Thank you to those of you that have started our candy collection!
On average, we go through almost 100 lbs of candy at the Hay
Hunt game alone. We could use everyone’s help with this part....
please drop one bag of unopened candy in our marked bin in the
lobby. Costco and Target are having great sales this time of year.
Thank you in advance!
We have 30 bales of hay coming to Harvest Festival, most of which
can be purchased by parents to take home after the festival. Reach
out to Carly if you would like to secure some of that hay after the
festival. Her email is carlyalangdon@gmail.com.

PTO BOOK FAIR
OPEN ALL NEXT WEEK!
8:00am - 9:00am
11:30am - 12:30pm
1:15pm - 2:15pm
3:00pm - 4:00pm

Plus activities & snacks on Tuesday for
Family Fun Reading Day at pickup!

REMINDERS

PICTURE DAY is coming 9/27! Fill out one envelope per
child’s individual portrait, and a separate envelope to
order prints of “Sibling Photos.” Return with payment
to the front office before Picture Day. Envelopes will be
used to return your prints, so please don’t seal. (Students
in Tumtum 3 day will have Picture Day on 9/28.)
RUN FOR MUSIC - Next week your K-8 child will
receive an envelope to collect sponsorships for Run for
Music. On Wednesday, 10/3 K-8 students will spend 30
minutes running laps around the campus to raise funds
for the Gardner music program.
LOST & FOUND is filling up already! Please take a look
to see if any of your child’s belongings are in there.

GARDNER BY THE NUMBERS

7412

The number of pizza slices
served on Gardner Pizza Fridays
during our school year.
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