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BEGIN!

Thanks to the incredible generosity of our community at last spring’s
Gardner School Gala & Auction, our Paddle Raise in support of our PE,
Play, and Wetlands programs raised over $30,000! These funds have
already been put to good use to purchase new PE and play equipment for
our students. We also spruced up the Imagination Playground with new
sand, tricycles, scooters, and other play equipment.
These donations have supported wetlands mitigation efforts required
by Clark County. In addition, we will use these funds to erect an outdoor
classroom space in the wetlands, similar to the chalkboard classroom our
students enjoy in the garden. This project will enhance our use of the
wetlands in science and other classes. Many thanks to Tahoma parent
Jane Kleiner for her expert guidance with these wetlands projects.
We also will use the paddle raise funds to make improvements to our
playfield, recently named Fields Field in honor of the Fields family for
their many years of service and support to our school. After considerable
study, we are looking to construct a small, irrigated soccer/game field on
the southeastern side of the field. Our students will get a lot of enjoyment
from this field during recess and PE. We plan to begin this work in the
spring when the weather will be more suitable for establishing new grass.
At the time of the auction, we had discussed building a wall on campus
for Wall Ball. However, finding a suitable location for the wall has been
challenging to say the least. It requires a level area and an asphalt pad,
and it must be in a location where the wall does not diminish aesthetic
views or sight lines for seeing/supervising students.
Faced with this dilemma, Peter and I have been open to new ideas. It
is incredible how when you’re open to inspiration, you often will find it
when you least expect it! At the recent Klickitat and Tahoma retreat at
Royal Ridges Resort, I watched our students playing a spirited game of
Gaga Ball—a game I had never heard of before. The students were having
an incredible time. Student after student shouted at me, “We need one of

these at Gardner!”
Peter and I think the students are on to something!
What is Gaga Ball? Gaga Ball is a type of dodgeball played low to the
ground. Players have to maneuver and hop around to avoid being hit by
the ball below the knee. The ball is in continuous motion; players swat
the ball with an open palm rather than catch and throw as in traditional
dodgeball.
Gaga Ball is believed to have originated in Israel--gaga is Hebrew for “touch
touch.” It’s popularity eventually spread from the Middle East. I’m told
there even is a Bob’s Burgers episode devoted to the game. From a campus
perspective, a Gaga Ball Court is a low-impact project that can evolve with
our campus planning. Even better, it allows for more students to play
together at once, whether at recess or as part of PE.
Play is a fundamental element of a Gardner education and experience
because we value the importance of play in child development. Students
learn a great deal from structured and unstructured play. Indeed, our
commitment to play is one of Gardner’s most distinctive features as a
school. We look forward to seeing how Gaga Ball not only brings the
students a lot of fun and excitement but also how it helps them learn
important life skills like fair play (admitting when you’ve been gaga’d) and
controlling their bodies around others.
Let the games begin!

COMING UP NEXT WEEK:
WEDNESDAY 10/3
PTO MEETING
8:45 AM

RUN FOR MUSIC

EARLY RELEASE
1:45 PM

THURSDAY 10/4
TUMTUM & MAZAMA FIELD TRIP
NORTHWEST CHILDREN’S THEATER

Teaching deeply, learning fully, cultivating responsibility— one mind at a time.
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PTO CORNER

BOOK FAIR SUCCESS!!!

THIS WEEK IN PICTURES

Thank you to ALL of our families that
supported the book fair this week,
making it the most successful one
in Gardner history! As of publication
time, we have sold $5230 in books,
raising over $1300 for the school!

HARVEST FESTIVAL

Who out there loves to bake? Or has the
aspirations to create their own Hansel
and Gretel village? We are looking for
a family(ies) to jump in and help lead
the Cake Walk activities, which includes
delegating treat baking/buying and
decorating the Klickitat room during
Harvest Festival. We currently do not
have a Klickitat classroom rep and therefore looking for anyone
who is interested in jumping in to help. We hope many of our
families will contribute goodies to the Cake Walk, but are in need
of a volunteer to help organize the activity. Any takers?
Email Carly at carlyalangdon@gmail.com.

NEXT PTO MEETING: WEDNESDAY 10/3
8:45 AM @ The Farmhouse

REMINDERS

PARENT / TEACHER CONFERENCES - Be sure to sign up
for a Fall conference time with your student’s classroom
teacher. Watch your class e-mails for details about
conference sign-ups.
RUN FOR MUSIC - Your child received a Run for Music
envelope this week to start collecting sponsors for next
week’s Run for Music fundraiser. Sponsorships can be
“per lap” run on 10/3 or a flat donation. Envelope with
donations are due back to school on 10/10.

GARDNER BY THE NUMBERS
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The grade Gardner student James was in when he
founded Wheels in School. Since that day 6 years
ago, Gardner has held 10 Wheels in School events!
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