GARDNER

WEEKLY

SEPTEMBER 7, 2018

Scott Kerman, Head of School

REACHING BACK,

LOOKING
FORWARD

How well do you remember 2004? Britney Spears married Kevin
Federline. Janet Jackson suffered a wardrobe malfunction at the
Super Bowl. Friends aired its final episode. And all but a few current
Gardner students had yet to be born!
2004 also is the last time The Gardner School started work on a
Strategic Plan. A lot has changed since then, hasn’t it? The population
of Clark County has grown by nearly 100,000 residents, and with it a
dramatic increase in educational options—including online schools,
unheard of in 2004!—available to our current and future students.
Where does Gardner fit in this landscape? What shall be our unique
contribution to our community in the next decade?
The time is right for Gardner to take stock of its strengths, assess
its challenges, and plan its future as a destination school in SW
Washington and Portland. This is why the Board of Trustees has
elected to complete a Strategic Plan during the 2018-19 school year.
Strategic planning enables independent schools to evaluate their
vision and mission within the competitive landscape. Through this
process, we will identify those facets of Gardner most essential to our
excellence and that truly set us apart from other schools in our region.
We will emerge from this process with a unified and compelling
narrative about who we are, what we do, and where we are going.
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COMING UP NEXT WEEK
TUESDAY 9/11
BOARD MEETING
6:00 PM

WEDNESDAY 9/12
EARLY RELEASE
1:45 PM

THANK YOU FOR BEAUTIFYING OUR CAMPUS!
Many thanks to all the students, families and friends of Gardner that worked
together this afternoon during Sweat Equity Day!

KALAMA, LOOWIT & WY’EAST
CURRICULUM NIGHT
6:30 - 8:00 PM

Teaching deeply, learning fully, cultivating responsibility— one mind at a time.

FRIDAY 9/14
KLICKITAT & TAHOMA
ROYAL RIDGES RETREAT
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FROM THE PTO

WHY WAS THE FLAG AT
HALF-STAFF?

THANK YOU to all the many families that attended the first

PTO meeting of the year this last Wednesday! If you couldn’t
join us this time, please know you are welcome anytime.
Meetings are held the first Wednesday of each month. In
addition, each classroom has a parent representative that
will be in touch with you soon, keeping you updated on what
happens at meetings you might have missed, and on upcoming
volunteer opportunities.

Gardner receives notice for
when US flags are to fly at
half-staff, either by federal
law or Executive Order. At the
beginning of the year, the flag
was lowered in honor of Sen.
John McCain. On September
11, the flag will be lowered
again for Patriot Day.

HARVEST FESTIVAL PLANNING

Harvest Festival is right around the corner. Don’t forget to
mark your calendar for Saturday, October 20th as the Gardner
School welcomes the fall season onto campus with a night
of family fun. As we gear up for this event, we are working
closely with PTO classroom parent representatives on volunteer
assignments. Please watch for more from your rep as to what
you can do to get involved and help with this magical evening.

SEEN ON CAMPUS THIS WEEK

In addition, we are looking for a volunteer who is interested
in purchasing and organizing prizes (with a budget from the
PTO). We will provide further detail into the amount and type
of prizes needed. Interested? Please email Carly Langdon at
carlyalangdon@gmail.com.
We know our Harvest Festival cannot happen without the
support of our many parent volunteers. We thank you in
advance for all that you do—from donations to procuring to
hands on support, every little bit helps.

REMINDERS
BOTH PARENTS NEED TO LOGIN TO GARDNER
PORTAL. If you login to the Gardner Portal, and see a
yellow banner showing forms need review, it may be
that the other parent needs to ALSO log in to their own
account and sign & submit the online forms.
PIZZA FRIDAY! It’s not too late to have your child
included in Pizza Friday. $150 for the year—see Sheila
in the Business Office to get added to the list.

GARDNER BY THE NUMBERS

126

The number of students enrolled at
The Gardner School this school year.
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