GARDNER
Scott Kerman, Head of School

A TIME TO BE

THANKFUL

Music Night marked the one year anniversary of my introduction to The
Gardner School. Last November, my first day of interviews fell on Music
Night. I stayed to watch the event, perching myself precariously on a
bench in the upstairs music classroom so I could peer through one of the
tall windows high above the Great Room. Let’s just say my seat was much
more comfortable this time around!
Reflecting on the last twelve months, I have a lot to be thankful for. I
am so very grateful to have joined Gardner’s community; to work with
our teachers and staff; to build relationships with our students, parents,
and school partners and friends; and to every day devote my efforts to
propelling Gardner forward. The past year has been filled with much joy
and happiness.
Joy and happiness are essential ingredients to a school. Beyond the
obvious need for community members to enjoy the school and their time
spent there, well-being and a feeling of belonging are critical to student
learning and success. As I have written before, students thrive where
they experience positive, nurturing, and meaningful relationships with
teachers and staff, including and especially school principals and heads.
This requires intentionality on the part of our school to seek ways to
support and enhance student well-being, which in turn requires us to
guide students through their inevitable (and necessary) challenges,
frustrations, disappointments, and even failures. I write that this past
year has been one of immense joy and happiness for me, and this is true
despite the challenges Jill and I have faced at home. This Thanksgiving, I
am grateful for the success of her treatment, the skill and expertise of her
doctors, and for the love and support with which my family and friends
have brought to this situation. And I am aware of how these struggles
have served to highlight the bounty of good fortune I have experienced at
Gardner.
I recall a sign hanging in a friend’s house: “We are not meant to be
happy all the time.” This reminds me that happiness exists and even
flourishes because of life’s challenges, pitfalls, scares, and even tragedies.
Our happiness depends on our abilities to persevere, to gratefully and
graciously accept the comfort and assistance of others, and to remember
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the ways we are fortunate and how our good fortune compels our
reaching out to others in greater need.
The Gardner School is committed to nurturing our students’ socialemotional development. We are committed to developing and
recognizing our students’ interpersonal and intrapersonal smarts.
We are committed to doing our very best to meet the unique needs
of our students . . . to promote in authentic ways their confidence
and sense of achievement. We are committed to developing in our
students the strength of identity, resilience, and purpose required not
simply to suffer but to overcome the slings and arrows of outrageous
fortune. We also are committed to the well-being of our faculty and
staff, who deserve to feel fulfilled in their work and to know that their
professionalism and hard work are recognized and appreciated.
As we approach Thanksgiving and Giving Tuesday one week from
today (November 27), I invite you to join our community in these
commitments. Giving Tuesday is an annual event where—once the
leftovers have been eaten and early holiday shopping concluded—we
turn our attention to supporting non-profit organizations dear to our
hearts. As you consider your philanthropic gifts this season, I hope you
will consider a gift to The Gardner School and our new Eudemonia
Fund.
Eudemonia is a strange word that encompasses a very important ideal—
that one’s happiness, well-being, and connection to others are essential
aspects of a full and meaningful life. Your gift to The Eudemonia
Fund will support social-emotional programming and experiences at
Gardner, as well as programs and activities focused on intrapersonal
and interpersonal relationships, the growth and well-being of our
faculty and staff, and resources intended to further our collective
enjoyment of our campus and school.
Gifts of any size benefit our school. We value the generosity of
your participation because it emphasizes our shared commitment
to essential Gardner values and intentions. This Giving Tuesday,
November 27, please visit our EUDEMONIA GIVING PAGE ON OUR
WEBSITE to make your donation. You may also bring your donation
in person to either the Main Office or the Business Office.
I wish you and your loved ones a Thanksgiving holiday full of friendship
and happiness. I am grateful for your support of and commitment to
The Gardner School and for the friendship and compassion you bring to
our community.
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WHAT BRINGS EUDEMONIA

TO GARDNER TEACHERS?

THIS WEEK IN PICTURES

GIVE TO GARDNER’S EUDEMONIA
FUND ON GIVING TUESDAY 11/27

REMINDERS

USE THE AMAZON LINK on Gardner’s website to do
your holiday shopping, and raise funds for the school.
PARTICIPATE IN THE STRATEGIC PLAN by taking the
parent survey sent out via e-mail last week. The survey
is open until 11/30.

THANK YOU!

Thank you for all the parent help this week setting up and
breaking down Music Night! We couldn’t have done it without
you! And, a big thank you for the overwhelming generosity that
made our Warmth Drive a huge success!

COMING UP NEXT WEEK:
WED 11/21 - FRI 11/23

NO SCHOOL
THANKSGIVING HOLIDAY

TUESDAY 11/27

GIVING TUESDAY
CLICK HERE TO GIVE

GARDNER BY THE NUMBERS

66

THE NUMBER OF BACKPACKS ASSEMBLED BY
STUDENTS WITH ITEMS FROM THE WARMTH DRIVE,
DONATED TO THE H.O.P.E PROJECT.

WEDNESDAY 11/28
EARLY RELEASE
1:45 PM

STATE OF THE SCHOOL:
6:30 -8:00 PM (CCA)

